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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BANKERS’ CONFERENCE HELD IN LONDON 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 278, 19 Jun 82 pp 46-49 
[Article: "Arab Bankers’ Demonstration in London"] 


[Text] Al-Hamad makes an appeal for creative banking activity and 
reconsolidation of Arab banks abroad. 


Muhammad al-Faysal: "There are 12 Islamic banks in operation and 14 [more 
Islamic] banks have been established during [the last] 3 months." 


Al-‘'Ulayyan: "The spirit of individual initiative is rooted in the personality 
of the Arabs, and the struggle against Israel has curtailed [our] economic 
and investment growth." 


Al-'Imadi: "We must set up an establishment which insures loans against the 
risks of non-payment." 


"Abd al-Latif: "Thoughtlessness is causing us to lose friends whom we may 
need in the future." 


London--At the beginning of last week London was the scene of a banking and 
financial event which involved about 600 persons in charge of Arab and 
Lebanese financial establishments, banks, and central banks, as well as a 
large number of bankers from Europe, the U.S., and Japan. They were invited 
to this conference by organizations affiliated with the Arab Bankers' 
Association in London. This has constituted the most important recognition 
of its role as a framework for gathering Arab bankers together and for 
serving as a forum for discussing issues confronting the Arab banking and 
financial sector. 


All during 6 and 7 June the conference hall in the Intercontinental Hotel 

in London was filled with those invited to the conference who flocked in 

from all areas of the world in order to attend the conference and listen to the 
outstanding speakers. These speakers were carefully chosen so that they 

would represent a number of sectors, countries, and points of view in 
connection with the topics vrought up. 














Those slated to speak at this conference included ‘Abd al-Latif al-Hamad, 

the Kuwaiti minister of finance and planning, Prince Muhammad al-Fayasal 

Al Sa'tud, Shaykh ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Qurayshi, ‘Abdallah al-Sa'udi, the executive 
president of the Arav Banking Organization, Dr Salim al-Huss, Shaykh Sulayman 
al-'Ulayyan, Mr Hasan al-Nabulsi, governor of the Central Bank [of Jordan], 
Dr Muhammad al-'Imadi, head of the Arab Fund for Social and Economic 
Development [AFESD], Shaykh Ahmad ‘Abd al-Latif, assistant governor [as 
published], and Shaykh Muhammad al-Nashashibi, the executive president of 

the Capital Group in London. Those attending also included the heads of 
Barclays Bank and Lloyds Bank who chaired some of the sessions of the 
conference. 


The following is a report which deals with the conference's remarks and 
discussions and gives an idea of the results achieved: 


The principal topic which the remarks of the speakers focused on and which 
was the subject of the discussions which were held after each session was the 
Arab banking and financial sector in the eighties. This topic was chosen in 
advance. The topic certainly provided the opportunity to engage in the 
process of making a comprehensive assessment of the experiences of Arab banks 
during the seventies and the challenges which they expect to face at the 
present time. 


Among the most important matters which concerned everyone during the 
discussions were developments such as the disparity in the debts of the Third 
World, the danger that cases of non-payment would occur, the increase in 
political risks, the repetition of instances in which financial assets are 
frozen, and the decrease in oil revenues and [financial] resources of the 
oil-producing nations. 


After a welcoming speech which was given by Walid Niyazi on behalf of the 
Arab Bankers’ Association, Dr Bashir al-Zuhayri gave the opening speech. 

In his speech he dealt with the important developments connected with the 
activities of Arab banks during the last two decades on the local, pan-Arab, 
and international levels. 


Al-Zuhayri said that Arab capital has never been an obstacle or a means of 
exerting pressure on the international economy. He said that the opposite 
has been the case, and that it has been a means of stimulating economic 
activity and putting a brake on the economic recession which is being 
experienced by most of the industrial nations. As an example of this he 
mentioned the Arab aid to developing nations which totalled [$]34 billion 
from 1976 to 1981, and the fact that the loans which Arab banks participated 
in [in 1981] totalled an estimated $50 billion, that is, 30 percent of the 
total in international loans granted in 1981. These establishments also 
undertook the administration of 19 percent of all of the international loans 
granted in 1981, as opposed to 11 percent of them in 1980. Furthermore, 

100 Arab banks and financial establishments were listed among [the world's 
top} 500 banks in 1981. Al-Zuhayri gave the conference his ideas concerning 
some of the matters which discussion should be focused on. He also gave his 
views concerning the role of the Arab banks in the international arena, the 











degree of benefit which the Arabs have obtained from the transfer of 
technology, the role of the Islamic banks, the responsibility of the Arabs 
toward the developing nations, and the trend of investing Arab capital in the 
Arab world. Then the floor was taken by Shaykh Ahmad ‘Abd al-Latif, who 
began by saying: "I, as a founding member of the Arab Bankers’ Association, 
am proud of the achievements which it has accomplished during such a short 
period of time."" Then he said: "Until very recently there has been no real 
presence abroad on the part of Arab banks because most of them were pre- 
occupied with expanding domestically. But now the situation has changed." 


"Tne number of Arab banks and financial establishments in London has increased 
from 5 establishments in 1973 to 44 establishments at the present time. In 
Paris the number has increased from 6 establishments to 34 establishments. 

In New York the number has increased from no establishments at all to 10 
establishments, and it is likely that by the end of this year the total will 
be 17 establishments. Also, the volume of Arab banks increased 4-fold 

during this period, and in Saudi Arabia even increased 18-fold. According to 
statistics, there are 5 Arab banks among the world's top 35 banks." 


As for hopes and aspirations, Mr ‘Abd al-Latif had the following to say: 


"1. A type of real partnership should take place between Arab banks and 
international banks in the realms of business, activity, and [exchange of] 
expertise and information. This would open up the way to cooperation. 
Cooperation assumes that [each party] pays a certain price or gives up 
something in order to guarantee profit for everybody in the long run.” 


"2. The Arab banks should actually become international banks, not only in 
terms of their participation in international loans, but also in terms of 
the deposits which they receive and in terms of their own [financial] 
resources. This is something which depends on developing our expertise so 
that it continues to play a vital role, even after the banks’ interests 
payments have been paid." 


"3. [Arab banks] should set an example for banks in terms of cautious and 
responsibile behavior so that they will maintain a high degree of liquidity, 
enhance their reputation as banks, and avoid speculation." 


"4. They should not be guilty of thoughtlessness in their dealings with the 
outside world. Arousing the envy of others is a dangerous thing and this 
might cause us not to have friends when we need them. After all, there is 
an Arabic proverb which says: ‘A person has good times, and he has bad 
times. "" 


"5. It is up to Arab banks doing business abroad to do their own training 
of their own citizens and develop their skills and expertise. Nobody can 
perform this task for them." 


Prince Muhammad al-Fayasal Al Sa‘ud talked about the Islamic Banks Association, 
as he is director of the Dar al-Mal al-Islami [DMI], the Faysal Islamic Bank 
in Sudan, and the Faysal Islamic Bank in Egypt. He discussed the initial 














development of the idea of human [as published] establishments. He said that 
they were the most recent [type of banking establishments], and that their 
beginning goes back to the year 1977. He went on to say: "At first, when 

the idea was first brought up, many people were not confident that they could 
be a success. It might strike you as strange that I am standing here before 
you today, as a banker, and am admitting this. This fact, in itself, 
testifies to the accomplishment and to the fact that these institutions are 
firmly rooted." Then he pointed out that right now there are about 12 

Islamic banks doing business in a number of areas in the world, that their 
assets total about $4 billion, and that 14 new Islamic banks have been 
established during the last few months. He said that the profits made have 
been 100 percent in some cases and that 25 percent of the profits have been 
distributed to the shareholders. He said that the Dar al-Mal al-Islami was 
established with a capital of $1 million, and that so far $3.0 million of this 
amount has been paid in. He said that the Dar al-Mal al-Islami was established 
as a company whose basic purpose is to promote and stimulate Islamic financial 
establishments. He went on to say that, in addition to these banks, the 
Islamic Investment Organization, which conducts business in accordance with 
Islamic law, has recently been established. He also talked about the 
establishment of the Islamic Solidarity Company, which performs a role similar 
to that of traditional insurance companies. He emphasized that it is 

possible for Islamic banks, by means of the formulas of resale with 
specification with gain and silent partnerships to fill many of the gaps 

left by the traditional banking system because of their system of usury and 
the difficult terms which they impose on someone engaging in a business 
venture. 


"Abdallah al-Sa'udi, the executive president of the Arab Banking Organization, 
talked about Arab banks and the international financial markets. The first 
subject which he touched upon was that of the tensions aroused and the 
mistaken ideas which have been circulated concerning OPEC and its oil 
revenues being a cause of upsetting the international monetary situation. 


He said: "Western banks have not tried to view the matter of surpluses with 
objectivity. If OPEC :as surpluses, then it is accused of introducing surplus 
liquidity into the international market and thereby causing chaos in the 
exchange rates. But if OPEC's surpluses run out, then questions begin to be 
asked concerning OPEC's fitness to deal in the international market!" 

Then he added sarcastically: "If OPEC's liquidity is a cause of the 
disturbance [in the world's financial markets], then those of you here should 
be delighted at the prospect of this disturbance disappearing soon since it 
is expected that OPEC's surpluses will diminish."" He concluded by saying: 
"Arab banks have developed rapidly, but we should admit that they are still 
in their youth and that they still must deal with the challenges of gaining 
the confidence of depositors and investors by improving their expertise and 
diversifying their operations so that they extend to new fields of banking 
investment." 


In the afternoon session, Dr Antoine ‘Asayli, the executive president of 
Schroeder-Lebanon, read the speech which was to be given by former prime 
minister Salim al-Huss who was forced to immediately return to Lebanon after 








the Israeli invasion began. Mr al-Huss's speech dealt with the arrangement 
of the banking and financial sector and the changes which had taken place in 
it after the war, especially in the direction of national banks taking the 
leading positions among banks, both in terms of volume of deposits and in 
terms of loans. Mr al-Huss's speech also dealt with the development of the 
combined budget of the commercial banks as well as the situation with regard 
to the Lebanese public debt. He emphasized the fact that events [in Lebanon] 
have not stopped the growth of Lebanese banks, and that the establishment of 
new banks was an indication of this fact. But he said that there is no doubt 
that these events have prevented the banks from growing as much as they 

could have and kept more of them from being established. He concluded by 
saying that the [Lebanese] banking apparatus, in being able to withstand 7 
years of war and breakdowns in public order, has developed a strong degree 

of immunity and confidence which will be a very beneficial and positive factor 
for this banking apparatus when peace returns to the country. 


After that Dr Haddad, an official from the Central Bank of Jordan, read the 
speech of Dr Muhammad Sa'id al-Nabulsi, the governor of the Central Bank of 
Jordan. The speech was about the role of the Arab central banks in 
conceptualizing the development of settling [balances of] payments among the 
Arab countries. He first pointed out that a type of "club" exists among the 
Arab central banks and that this club has come into existence in recent years 
because of the many meetings which have taken place and because of cooperation 
[between these central banks]. At the same time he pointed out that the 

club embraces planned economic systems as well as free economic systems, 

that this has greatly limited its role, and has made this role restricted to 
an attempt to establish a uniform system for settling balances of payments. 
But, he said, this union or unified system has also not come into being 
because most of the members are from nations with a deficit and they alone 
are not able to contribute the capital. He referred to efforts made by the 
Arab Monetary Fund [AMF] in the realm of providing easy credit terms for Arab 
nations, especially new easy terms designed to stimulate mutual trade among 
the Arab nations. He discussed the project concerning the Arab dinar as a 
currency accounting unit, explained its principles, and talked about approaches 
which could be utilized in conjunction with it and which would be helpful, 
such as the agreements between central banks and the easy credit terms 
between central banks and commercial banks. 


The morning session on the following day of the conference was held under 
the chairmanship of Shaykh ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Qurayshi, the governor of the 
Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency [SAMA]. Those who spoke during the session 
were Dr Muhammad al-Khaja, who read the speech of Minister ‘Abd al-Latif 
al-Hamad, Mr Hasan al-Najafi, governor of the Central Bank of Iraq, and Dr 
Muhammad al-"Imadi, president and general manager of AFESD. 


The speech by Minister ‘Abd al-Latif al-Hamad was on a high level in terms 

of how it focused on, and the depth with which it dealt with, its subject. 

The speech began by praising the farsighted initiative involved in establishing 
the Arab Bankers’ Association, and then the speech reviewed all aspects of 

the international situation. The speech came to the conclusion that the 
[international] crisis may continue and that the future promises to be no 











better than the past--and possibly will be worse. Then, in his speech, 

Mr al-Hamad dealt with the situation of the Arab banks, pointing out that 

the possibility of more demand on the purt of governments for loans will 
make it necessary to apply more decisive and forceful criteria in order to 
learn more about circumstances of the market. He noted that the international 
banking sector, in spite of the recession, experienced growth of up to 25 
percent, i.e., a growth rate much higher than the other economic sectors. 
However, at the same time, he warned about being increasingly dependent on 
foreign channels [of investment], especially under the circumstances of 
national fervor which have begun to appear and due to the increasing 
inclination on the part of some of the industrial nations to exercise 
control over foreign assets and capital. He also dealt with the experience 
of joint Arab banks or Arab banks doing business abroad. He said that they 
have played an important role in the transfer of technical experience and 

the creation of qualified personnel, but that their contribution toward 
actual national income has been slight and that they must learn to exist 

and develop without depending on oil supluses. He noted that these firms 
suffer from the fact that there are too many of them and from the fact that 
their capital base is incapable of competing internationally. This was 

an implicit suggestion that some of these banks should reconsolidate. And 
finally, he suggested that the Arab banks commit themselves to a type of 
creative banking activity. In other words, as he put it, they should commit 
themselves to capital formation rather than contenting themselves with 
possessing shares and assets, they should invest in new projects rather than 
contenting themselves with profit margins from banking transactions, and they 
should discover new markets or profitable sectors in old markets instead of 
simply staying in markets which are overcrowded. Mr al-Najafi, the governor 
of the Central Bank of Iraq, discussed the development and horizons of 
business dealings between the Arab central banks. He said: "This cooperation 
has existed intermittently since 1968 in the framework of the Arab Economic 
Unity Committce. However, in 1975, the governors of the central banks decided 
to hold regular annual meetings to be devoted to coordinating and unifying 
the positions which they would take at meetings of the IMF and the World 
Bank. Another purpose for these meetings has been exchange of information and 
studies and engaging in endeavors to standerdize terminology. These efforts 
have resulted in the adoption of addresses given on behalf of all of the Arab 
delegations at meetings of the IMF and the World Bank. Also, Arabic has been 
made one of the official languages of the two above-mentioned organizations." 
He said that one of the ideas proposed concerning Arab monetary coordination 
was a plan to issue an Arab monetary unit and a draft agreement for the 
settlement of balances of payments between Arab nations. Mr al-Najafi noted 
that, in spite of this, Arab monetary cooperation is still weak in practice 
and that it has not played an effective role in more quickly bringing about 
economic integration, perhaps due to the fact that the monetary factor is 
basically not so important in this framework. 


Dr Muhammad al-'Imadi focused his speech on the role of the Arab development 
funds. He endeavored to stress the distinctive nature of Arab aid as 
evidence of a new pattern of relations between nations. He said that this 
aid is different from aid given by the Western nations because it has no 
strings attached and because it originates from the feelings of responsibility 














which the Arabs, as a Third World people, have [toward those receiving the 
aid]. Mr al-'Imadi discussed the development of Arab aid, saying: "Before 
1972 it was of a bilateral nature. Then it quickly developed after the 
rectification of the oil prices and increased from about $1.711 billion in 
1973 to $43.5 billion in 1980. Of this aid, $36.2 billion consisted of 
loans with easy terms." He also said that Arab aid has constituted a high 
percentage of the national incomes of Arab nations (7.2 percent in the case 
of Qatar and 6.9 percent in the case of the UAE, for example) as compared 
with the low percentage of their national incomes which the industrial 
nations devote to foreign aid (the average being 0.35 percent). 


Then he added that if one takes into consideration the fact that the national 
incomes of the oil-producing nations originate from a depletable resource, 
and not from capital which is renewable, then the proportion of their 
national incomes [devoted to foreign aid] becomes even higher. Then he 
referred to the development of [Arab foreign] aid in geographical terms and 
said that this aid is given not only to the Arab nations, but also to 93 
other nations in various paets of the world. 


Then he talked about remittances from workers in the oil-producing nations, 
which totalled $12 billion in 1980. He also discussed the effect of Arab aid, 
saying: "It constituted, for example, about 82 percent of the total aid 
received by the non-oil producing Arab nations and about 32 percent of the 
total investments made in 16 Arab countries during the seventies. Also, it 
has participated in financing projects valued at $20 billion in the lesser- 
developed Arab countries." He went on to say: "It is difficult to imagine 
that the flow of aid will continue along at the same rate as now as [oil] 
surpluses decrease or disappear." Then he proposed that commercial banks 
adopt a formula for cuoperation, according to which the Fund finances 
infrastructure projects, provided that the commercial banks finance direct 
investments and projects. He also suggested that, in order to encourage the 
latter, a corporation be established for guaranteeing loans against the 

risks of non-payment in order to supplement the insurance provided by the Arab 
Investment Guarantee Corporation which insures loans against political risks. 


The last session of the conference was held in the afternoon of the second 
day, and those who spoke during that session were Shaykh Jamil 'Ulayyan and 
Mr Hikmat al-Nashashibi. Mr ‘Ulayyan is the head of a well-known group 

[of companies] which bears his name and he is also one of the most prominent 
businessmen in Saudi Arabia and on the international scene. He devoted his 
speech to the subject of private Arab investment abroad. Mr al-'Ulayyan 
began by saying: "There is no typical type of Arab investor just as there is 
no standard type of British or American investor. Each investor has his own 
personality and his own approach. Capital, as such, can make people rich, 
but it cannot create social wealth. The growth of social wealth is linked 

to enriching human capacities and intellectual capabilities and having them 
keep pace [with modern requirements]." He went on to say: "I am very proud 
that I belong to the generation which preceded the time of rapid development 
and the time of capabilities and potential which the new generation of Arab 
investors and businessmen has acquired. This is a generation which did not 
exist a few years ago." Then he dealt with some of the features of the economy 
of the Arab world and said that it is influenced by three factors: 














1. The recentness of Arab investment, which has just barely begun to change 
from the "marketplace mentality to the corporate mentality." 


2. The deeprootedness of the spirit of individual initiative in Arab 
societies. 


3. The influence of the political struggle, especially with Israel, as an 
inhibiting factor and obstacle to normal economic growth. 


He said that the weakness of the capital market in the Arab market is 
attributable to control by individual owners over Arab establishments because 
they are still run by the first and second generations and because rates of 
vrofit allow them to finance from their own sources and this decreases their 
need for the capital market. As a result, this capital market is still 

weak at the level of the secondary market and basic organizations and 
apparatus. Also, the small size of the market limits the capacity of the 
capital market to grow. Concerning investment in the Arab world, Mr al- 
"Ulayyan said that there is more such investment than is commonly believed 
and that there are opportunities to develop it which have not been utilized 
as they should be. 


Al-"Ulayyan also referred to the obstacles confronting the economy of the 

Arab world and summarized them as being fluctuations in the political climate, 
weakness of the secondary market, [shortcomings in] legal and accounting 
organizations, weakness in the market's absorption capacity, lack of personnel 
with skills, and problems in communications and services. He said that the 
banking sector is developing from being a sector of local scope to being one 
of regional scope, and that it has developed a great deal in terms of the 

size of its establishments and their importance in international business. 
Concerning Arab investment abroad, al-"Ulayyan said that it was conservative, 
constructive, and that most of it consisted of "portfolio investments" 

(that is, indirect investments) rather than direct investments. "But the main 
reason for this is the fact that Arab investors primarily concentrate on the 
local market and are not oriented toward the foreign market except when they 
have a surplus which cannot be accommodated by local investment opportunities. 
In such cases they prefer to have these surpluses remain in liquid form in 
order to serve their needs. Another reason is the sensitivity on the part of 
some industrial societies concerning direct foreign investments." He said 
that one reason Arab investors resort to foreign markets is the fact that 
these markets can absorb large quantities of capital, are organized, possess 
liquidity, and have strong links and relations to the Arab economies. 


The last speaker was Mr Hikmat al-Nashashibi, the executive president of the 
Capital Group, the headquarters of which is in London. His topic was the 
development of the Arab capital markets. Mr al-Nashashibi focused on the 

basic challenge now embodied by combining the long-term investment needs of 

the Arab nations having surpluses with the economic growth capacities and 

needs of the nations suffering from deficits. He said that this can take 

place not merely by means of financial aid, but also requires improvement in 
the capability of the [investment-receiving] nations to receive the investments 
and to reward the investments on a commercial basis. He said that the aim of 








of the study was to research the possibility of creating ties between the 
various domestic markets. He referred to efforts which have been made in 
this direction both on the official and private levels, such as measures 
taken which have the objective of developing the local market and local 
capital markets, establishing regional or multilateral development funds, and 
Gulf financial cooperation. 


He concluded that the scheduling of projects will depend more and more on the 
existence of a regional capital market. He went on to say that cooperation 
concerning this matter is still weak, as is evidenced by the fact that the 

Arab nations continue to strongly rely on international markets as sources 

for loans (during the last 10 years the Arats have borrowed $28 billion from 
the international market, as opposed to only $1.7 billion from the Arab 
market). He said that any development in the emergence of the Arab capital 
market will depend on the degree of cooperation between the central banks 

in the realm of coordination of discount policies and increasing specialization 
in financial administration. 


Remarks 


1. The Arab bankers' conference in London was actually an outstanding event 
both in terms of those who attended the conference--and they included a 
number of prominent Arab and foreign figures in the banking sector--and in 
terms of the level of the speakers. Also, the discussions which took place 
dealt with new and important issues. This is something which caused the 
foreign bankers who attended the conference to express their admiration for 
the level attained by the Arab bankers, as judged by their reports and the 
experience which they demonstrated. 


2. Many of the speakers, especially the official ones, endeavored to focus on 
the role of the Arab Bankers’ Association. In the view of many people at 

the conference, this meant that the Arab Bankers' Association was the effective 
framework within which it was expected to organize the Arab bankers and to 
assure that they would interact with each other on all levels. However, it 
must also be said that the Arab Baakers' Association certainly did demonstrate 
outstanding vitality and managed, in a short time, to fill a vacuum and to 
fulfill the need of the bankers to have a comprehensive framework and forum 
within which to interact with each other. The large attendance at the 
conference was the best proof of the existence of the need to bring Arab 
bankers together--especially the new generation of bankers which emerged and 
became prominent during the seventies as the Arab banking establishments 
developed and branched out. Other factors which have contributed to the 
success of the Arab Bankers’ Association have been the fact that the 
association was organized on the basis of the affiliation of [individual] 
members rather than establishments or banks, the fact that the headquarters 

is in London, and the fact that the association has both dynamic founding 
members and an action-oriented administration. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ISLAMIC SCIENCE FOUNDATION--The Islamic Foundation for Science, Technology 

and Development will spend 41.5 million for its initial operations. The 
foundation was set up recently by the Islamic conference organisation. Member 
states have pledged $50 million for the project. The aim is to promote 
scientific and technological research and cooperation between member countries. 
According to the weekly SAUDI BUSINESS, Saudi Arabia has already given $5 
million of its $15 million pledge. Jordan, Indonesia and Pakistan have also 
made initial contributions. [Text] [GF311242 Manama Gulf Mirror in English 


31 Jul 82] 
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AFGHANISTAN 


DEFENDERS OF REVOLUTION CLAIM GAINS 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 31 May 82 p 2 
By ANIS reporter 


[Text] In answer to the first question put to him by the correspondent of 
ANIS, the organ of the national committee of the Peder-e Watan National Front 
of the DRA, Mohammad Kazem, a member of the Defenders of the Revolution group 
of the village of Qala Ahmad Khan of the Bagrami District and a student at 
the Economics College, said: 


The shameful efforts of U.S.-led world imperialism which, in collaboration 
with regional reactionaries, are sending their mercenaries to our homeland 

to kill our people and destroy our public facilities, are ineffective and 
cannot stop our people from the path they have chosen. This is because our 
noble and brave people have joined hands and alongside their brave armed 
forces and the scouting organization have formed groups of defenders and 
announce their deep disgust and repugnance toward international imperialism 
and reactionaries. The specific duties carried out by the defenders’ group 
of our village are: 1) The commander of the group who is a dedicated friend 
provides guidance to our friends from mobile and stationary posts. We co- 
operate with our people 24 hours a day. If something should happen during 
the night involving some of our compatriots we do not spare any cooperation. 
The Defenders’ Group of the village of Qala Ahmad Khan in Bagrami district 

is a strongand equipped unit which helps the people and farmers in every 
way; 2) Members of our Defenders’ Group take part alongside the armed forces 
in operations in Bagrami district to clean out antirevolutionary elements, 
with one example of our group's skill being its ability to penetrate into 
enemy side and deny it the chance of savagely attacking our villages and 
hamlets; this is because the Defenders’ Group of our village protects the 
sector according to a set program; 3) Additionally, the Qala Ahmad Khan's 
Defenders Group undertakes such voluntary work as gravelling of roads, clean- 
ing of mosques and streets and even visiting the needy who are sick--all 
comprising a major initiative put into effect in our village by the Defenders’ 
Group. Moreover, each member of the group pays 100 afghani each month into 

a fund to help the needy in emergency cases. As a result, the people of the 
village view the action of the Defenders’ Group with deep confidence and the 
group's membership continues to expand each day. 














In answer to another question, he said: When the Defenders’ Group of the 
Qala Ahmad Khan village of Bagrami district was formed toward the end of 
January 1980 it had 4 members. Now its membership exceeds 200. 


Yet in answer to another question, he said: What motivated myself, my father, 
my brother and other members of the Defenders’ Group of Qala Ahmad Khan 
village was that all the defenseless people in isolated parts of the country 
suffered physical and material damage and even sexual assault. As a result, 
the youths, intellectuals, workers and militant party members living in our 
village decided to put an end to this inhuman act of the counterrevolution 

by arming and forming the outstanding Defenders’ Group which now protects 

the harvest and agricultural work of the people of the area. 


He noted in conclusion: My message to all members of Revolution Defenders 
groups, other youths and residents of subdistricts, districts and cities is: 
Take up arms as we have and fight antirevolutionaries in order to defend your 
homes and villages and enable our compatriots to continue their noble life 

in peace. 





Mohammad Kazen 
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ALGERIA 


INFORMATION POLICY ADOPTED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 20 Jun 82 p 12 


[Article: "The Problems of Information Finally Posed Clearly--The Central Com- 
mittee's Resolution Considers All Aspects of the Question"] 


[Text] Algiers (APS)--The Central Committee of the Party of the FLN, in the 
course of its seventh session, has adopted a resolution on information policy. 
Following is the complete text of this resolution: 


"After examination of the dossier prepared by the special commission assigned 

to prepare the dossier on information policy, which has been enriched and dis- 
cussed by the Central Committee in its seventh session, held in the Palace of 

the Nations from 15 to 17 June 1982; 


--Considering the great interest of this dossier and the broad discussion of it 
by the rank and file and within the information enterprises; 


--Considering the orientation speech by our brother the president of the repub- 
lic and secretary general of the FLN, which he delivered at the opening of the 
proceedings of the seventh session of the Central Committee, and after evalu- 
ating the situation of information and the experiences that Algeria has had in 
this area; 


--In view of the provisions of the National Charter, of the Constitution and of 
the resolutions of the fourth congress of the Party and the decisions of the 
Central Committee, notably in its third and fifth sessions; 


--Considering the development of the growing needs of society in the matter of 
information, because of national development ; 


--Considering the place held by information in the contemporary world, charac- 
terized by scientific progress and technological revolution; 


--Considering that Algeria's geographical position draws it into a permanent 
confrontation in the areas of information, culture and civilization, and be- 
cause of the position held by Algeria in the international arena and the re- 
sponsibility incumbent on it in this area; 
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-~-Considering the fact that information, a sector linked to national sovereign- 
ty, has a role of the first importance in the contacts and dialogue between the 
popular masses and the political leadership and constitutes a basis for vital 
liaison with the contemporary world; 


-~-Considering the strategic role of information as a part of the revolution's 
institutions contributing to the taking of political decisions, and its role in 
the battle of netional development, defense of the socialist revolution, the 
achieving of awareness, mobilization, vigilance and formation of national pub- 
lic opinion and diffusion of the voice of the Algerian revolution on the exter- 
nal level; 


--Considering the role fulfilled by national information in the battle of lib- 
eration and the process of socialist construction; 


--Considering the necessity of defining the essential orientations of a nation- 
al information policy that conforms to the needs of society, the objectives of 
the Revolution and the exigencies of the times; 


--Considering the weakness from which this sector suffers on account of its not 
having been included in the development plans, by comparison with the other 
sectors, and from its not having had the benefit of all the interest, attention 
and priority that its role requires; 


"The Central Committee, aware of the role that information plays in national 
life and construction of the socialist society, strengthening of patriotic 
spirit, deepening of the Revolution and preservation of its continuity for the 
coming generations, 


"Decides: 


(1) to approve the report embodying the information policy as the essential re- 
ference document for development of information and its evolution; 


(2) to speed up the achieving of all the objective conditions for giving con- 
crete form to the content of the National Charter, the Constitution, the reso- 
lutions of the fourth congress and the decisions of the Central Committee rela- 
tive to the citizen's right to overall objective information and responsible 
[as published] for concentrating and diversifying the means of information and 
placing them within the reach of all categories and generalizing them in all 
areas of the country; 


(3) considers information as one of the means of the Revolution that expresses 
its objectives, enriches themand defends them. It constitutes the effective 
mutual link between the leadership and the popular masses. Its role is of the 
first importance in achievement of awareness and mobilization for fulfillment 
of the tasks of the socialist Revolution, just as it helps,in the monitoring, 
in the disclosure of faults, negative attitudes, excesses, negligence, wastage 
and indifference as well as deviations of all sorts. It explains, analyzes and 
communicates everything that concerns the country's policy internally and ex- 
ternally. It is commited, responsible, honest and fair revolutionary national 
information. And thus it achieves its credibility; 
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(4) affirms that mastery of information governs mastery of orientation, unity 
ot orientation necessitates the taking in charge of the orientation and control 
of the country's policy by the political leadership of the Party of the FLN. 
It accords all attention to the information media as an essential tool indis- 
pensable to the Revolution for establishing good communication between the 
leadership and the rank and file, which necessitates unification of the 
sources, orientation of information, clear definition of responsibilities as 
between the official bodies and the enterprises in a way that ensures harmony, 
coordination and complementarity; 


(5) to ensure coordination among the various information organs, notably as re- 
gards the means and production; 


(6) to assign the responsibilities in the information organs to militants of 
the Party of the FLN who distinguish themselves by competence, probity, commit- 
ment and political, ideological and professional competence; 


(7) to achieve the indispensable conditions and political and legal protection 
for the journalist so that he can accomplish his tasks in tranquility and with- 
out being exposed to pressure of any kind, while it is the journalist's re- 
sponsibility to verify information and to be sure of what he writes; taking re- 
sponsibility for it, knowing that the right of response is guaranteed, within 
the framework of the law, to all those who might find themselves subjected to 
criticism or attack; 


(8) calls on all officials at all levels to furnish the information concerning 
the sectors that they direct and to enable journalists to have access to all 
information and to guarantee the circulation of information among the officials 
with a view to achieving complete and generalized national information, consid- 
ering that it is the official who is the source of information; 


(9) to accelerate the working-out of programs in which the officials of the in- 
formation enterprises, in concert with the specialized bodies, make their con- 

tribution to the training of different categories of cadres in the areas of in- 
formation and the artistic and technical matters of which the sector has need, 

while at the same time upholding the criteria that guarantee fulfillment of the 
requirements of contemporary revolutionary national information; 


(10) to reaffirm the close link that exists between the information policy 
adopted by the Central Committee and cultural policy, as well as the necessity 
to perfect the coordination between the two at the level of planning and execu- 
tion; to reaffirm the relation between information policy and the Central Com- 
mittee's decisions relative to generalization of use of the national language 
and the necessity of its use in the information sector within the best time 
schedules as an area for use of it and an instrument for its generalization; 


(11) to accelerate the restructuring and reorganization of the information or- 
gans with a view to developing them and making them more effective, responding 


to the exigencies of contemporary information; 


(12) to consider the information organs as an institution of a cultural and so- 
cial character; 
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(13) to accelerate the working-out of an urgent program with a view to: 
a--censusing all the means available with a view to use of them in a rational 
manner; 
b--gathering together the modern material and technical means which the in- 
formation sector needs and streamlining the administrative and financial 
procedures in force; 


(14) to integrate the projects relative to the information sector with the na- 
tional development plans; 


(15) to work toward the broadening of the radio and television broadcasting 
network so as to cover all of the national territory and toward strengthening 
of it so that the voice of Algeria can reach abroad, as well as extension of 
the network of correspondents inside and outside the country; 


(16) to organize and broaden advertising as a means of information, informing 
people of national achievements and production and contributing to development 
of the acquisition of awareness by the popular masses in the economic area. 


"The Central Committee calls for mobilization of all potentialities and all 
means of such a nature as to permit national information to take on its mission 
in the most perfect manner, so that it can defend and strengthen the Revolu- 
tion, cope with the cultural and information invasion and take up all chal- 
lenges." 
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ALGERIA 


CONSTANTINE UNIVERSITY POTENTIAL EXAMINED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 21 Jun 82 p 3 


[Article by Cherif Haddad: "Constantine--4,000 New Students as the 1982-1983 
University Year Begins" ] 


[Text] While the examination cycle to decide the graduation of university cad- 
res continues in Constantine University, the officials, for their part, are al- 
ready preparing for the start of the 1982-1983 university year. This universi- 
ty, which has accomplished its mission with brio, despite the difficulties ex- 
perienced by a young university institution that has been marching at double 
time in order to furnish, in quite a short period, the cadres required for har- 
monious regional development. 


Barely a decade separates us from the laying of the cornerstone of this majes- 
tic university complex that is currently playing the top roles in the building 
of the country. The balance-sheet is significant of a training that has been 
carried out under a double objective of quality--for the level is improving 
considerably--and of quantity, this second point having made it possible to en- 
sure total Algerianization of the teaching staff. More than 10 institutes of- 
fer the students all possibilities for stretching themselves, in conformity 
with the needs of the country; for the year 1981-1982, the number of students 
reached 14,002: 1,979 in preprogram studies, 11,373 in undergraduate studies, 
and 650 in postgraduate studies. 


As regards postgraduate studies, we stress that all the examinations are taking 
place at Constantine, except for the DEMS [expansion unknown], which comes un- 
der the Institute of Medical Sciences and which would be better off if it were 
truly decentralized, for the regulatory instruments exist, but application of 
them is still subject to certain bureaucratic, not to say mandarin-style, de- 
lays. 


Constantine University, which is showing considerable improvement in higher- 
level training and scientific research, anticipates a graduating class of 1,300 
to 1,500 this year. All provisions have been made, declares Mr Benslitane, the 
rector, to set up a training system that conforms with the university chart, 
with development of technology at the level of the regional centers, with edu- 
cation in the social sciences and the humanities reserved to the big universi- 
ties. 
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Training will therefore be centered mainly in the SIFBBA [expansion unknown] 
university centers specialization according to the specific character of the 
region (electrotechnical, mechanical engineering, agropastoral) [as published]. 


According to the torecasts of the Secretariat of State for Higher and Technical 
Education, Constantine University will receive the high-school graduates from 
three wilayas of the east, the number of whom is expected to be about 4,000. 

In order to cope with the needs for student places, the university is expecting 
to receive, in September 1982, a new institute of earth sciences, 3 amphithea- 
ters and 10 classrooms within the framework of the construction of the Insti- 
tute of Medical Sciences teaching unit, the work on which has been assigned to 
the SNLB [National Cork and Wood Industries Co]. 


With the aim of meeting the needs while at the same time broadening the stu- 
dents' possibilities of choice, Constantine University will transform the for- 
mer department of oral surgery into an institute of oral surgery, which will be 
equipped with modern scientific equipment capable of accomodating some 100 new 
students. The veterinary department will benefit from the same measure, where- 
as the present institute of exact sciences will break up into three institutes 
(mathematics, physics and chemistry). Also within the framework of improve- 
ments, course programs in biochemistry and physiology will be opened at the 
level of the institutes of biological sciences and exact sciences, with crea- 
tion of a joint technology course. 


Furthermore, studies have been started with the aim of creating an institute of 
pharmacy and several technological course programs. 


In the area of training, the policy adopted in this regard is postgraduate 
study, which has given excellent results. Some 20 theses have been defended. 


New Course Programs 


The Arabization aspect of higher education has been very conclusive, especially 
at Constantine, with the placing in service of the center for intensive educa- 
tion in languages. 


Indeed, the impact on the training of the emigres and key organizing personnel 
of Constantine University has been very appreciable, the creation of mixed 
teaching teams with the aim of harmonizing the levels of training and perfect- 
ing them (one team per module) to make this system profitable [as published]. 


The process of Arabization is continuing and is developing normally; the only 
difficulty is felt at the level of the clinical-psychology course program, 
where a total absence of teaching in the national language is noted. 


Some headhunting missions in the Middle East have resulted in failure, which 
will not prevent us from advancing, adds the rector, who stresses that all 
means will be employed to fill this gap, to continue the process under the best 
conditions possible. 


The Arabization of the teaching corps is being carried out gradually; a univer- 
sity sensitization day was recently held at Constantine University within this 
framework. 
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In the area of scientific research, Constantine University, which has been the 
pole of attraction for many national and international seminars, ecology, phys- 
ics, veterinary sciences, biology, diabetology). [as published] 


Intends to open up new postgraduate course programs with the setting-up of a 
pedagogical research studio (exact sciences, biology, medical sciences, phys- 
ics, chemistry). [as published] The research projects touch all the specific 
problems of the country's regions. 


On the postgraduate level it is intended to open up, next year, in Arabic lit- 

erature and culture a course program in ancient and modern literature in social 
science, a history course program in the national language (ancient, medieval, 

modern, contemporary history). [as published] 


In law: a course program in contracts and liability in the national language. 
In architecture: a course program in city planning and structural mechanics. 


In the earth sciences: a course program in mining geology, hydrogeology and re- 
gional development. 


In biology: a new course program--entomology, the first experiment will be at- 
tempted at the level of Constantine University in the national language with 
the opening of a course program in animal and plant biology. las published] 


In the exact sciences: metallurgy, organic chemistry. 


In physiology: an initial experiment also in extrauniversity educational psych- 
ology. 


In living foreign languages: French literature, French literature and civiliza- 
tion, English linguistics. 


In addition, Constantine University, which benefits from the collaboration of 
the services of the wilaya, which is responsible for carrying out three exten- 
sion projects, is intending to give concrete form, within the best time sched- 
ules possible, to the projects of the second phase of the 5-year plan, compris- 
ing an institute of nutrition and nutritional technology, a computer center, an 
animal center, a sports complex, a university village, a social-medicine studio 
and services, a mosque, 1,000 housing units, a 2,000-bed university hostel and 
a biomedical complex. 


The crucial problem of the university's drinking-water supply will shortly be 
solved by construction of a water tower. A depot for storage of chemical pro- 
ducts is also planned, to provide for the reagents necessary for practical work 
and which were also lacking at this university. 
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ALGERIA 


AGRICULTURAL BANK INAUGURATED 


Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 9 Jun 82 p 3 


[Article: "Mr Benhamouda Inaugurates Agricultural Bank--New Directors of Finan- 
cial Institutions Installed"] 


[Text] Algiers (APS)--Mr Boualem Benhamouda, member of the Political Bureau 
and minister of finance, inaugurated the Agricultural Bank in Algiers on Tues- 
day and installed some new directors of banks and insurance companies. 


The inauguration ceremony was held in the Avenue Amirouche headquarters of the 
National Bank of Algeria. It was marked by the official installation of Mr 
Mustapha Achour as general manager of this new institution in the service of 
rural development. Mr Bouzid Hammiche, secretary general of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Mr Aissa Ndjem, secretary general of the National Union of Algeri- 
an Peasants, and the cadres of the Ministry of Finance, directors of agencies 
and branches, and the representatives of the General Union of Algerian Workers 
attended this ceremony in the presence of the employees of the BNA [National 
Bank of Algeria]. 


Mr Boualem Benhamouda also installed, at the headquarters of other financial- 
sector institutions, the new directors of banks and insurance companies. 


Mr Lahbib Djaffari was installed as head of the National Bank of Algeria; Mr 
Abdelkrim Hassani as head of the General Pension Fund (CGRA); Mr Mahfoud Zer- 
routa as head of the Popular Bank of Algeria (CPA): Mr Brahim Abdelkader Bel- 
hadj as head of the Algerian Insurance and Reinsurance Fund (CAAR): Mr Mahfoud 
Batata as head of the Algerian Insurance Company (SAA): Mr Abdallah Lansari as 
head of the National Agency for Distribution and Transformation of Gold and 
Precious Metals (AGENOR); Mr Kouider Awla as head of the Algerian National Sav- 
ings and Insurance Bank (CNEP): Mr Mohamed Deggheb as head of the National Ac- 
counting Company (SNC). As for Mr Abdelkader Belbey, he was named and in- 
stalled as chief of the project to create the future bank of industry and 
transportation. 


A New Instrument in the Service of Agriculture 


The Bank of Agriculture and Rural Development (BADR), inaugurated yesterday by 
Dr Boualem Benhamouda, member of the Political Bureau and minister of finance, 
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and creation of which was recommended by the resolutions of the third session 
of the Central Committee (May 1980), has the particular mission of ensuring to 
the sector a source of financing capable of meeting its special needs. 


Indeed, the objective of the creation of a financial institution specializing 
in the service of agriculture comes in answer to a situation heretofore charac- 
terized by an unsuited financial system, inasmuch as its organization, articu- 
lated around conventional credit operations, did not take into account either 
the production cycles peculiar to agriculture or the aleatory character of ag- 
ricultural results due to climatic conditions. 


Moreover, the system that has prevailed to date not only did not correspond to 
the sector's needs, in such a way as to constitute one of the instruments for 
making it dynamic, but the financial balance-sheets of recent years have also 
revealed that the investment effort in favor of agriculture has constantly de- 
creased in relative value--a fact that has been expressed by negative reper- 
cussions, notably as regards renewal of the productive capital of the agricul- 
tural operations. 


It should also be pointed out that the credit-granting procedures, often too 
rigid, ignored the concerns of the agricultural operations and, far from cci- 
stituting an encouragement to development, proved very restrictive, to such a 
degree that the third session of the Central Committee stressed that in the 
matter of financing, the financing procedures relative to the agricultural sec- 
tor had to be lightened and made more flexible so as to accommodate the specific 
conditions of the agricultural sector, the planned objectives for rural devel- 
opment and the real needs of the farming operations, with direct participation 

by those involved. 


The specialized services for agriculture have stressed on many occasions that 
the restructuring operations undertaken in the sector--actions justified by the 
necessity of setting up viable economic units--imply the need to define clear- 
ly the bases of financing and the conditions for granting of credits, taking 
into account both the imperatives of agricultural management and the concerns 
of the organism responsible for financing. 


Thus it was that the third session of the Central Committee of the FLN recom- 
mended the creation of this institution to "take in charge the financing of the 
specific needs of the sector.'"' The mode of financing of investments is to tend 
toward a lightening of the amortization burdens by the setting-up of long-term 
and low-interest loans or increases in the investments borne by the state bud- 
get. 


This financial institution, which, in view of its special mission, could have 
adequate financial resources at its dispcsal, composed mainly of its own funds 
and funds supplied by the state, has the principal mission, in addition to con- 
ventional banking operations, of financing agricultural and rural development, 
stimulating and tapping rural savings, monitoring the execution of the programs 
planned, as well as verifying that the projects conform to the objectives of 
the plan. The resultant creation of this specialized bank appears, in the 
light of the experience acquired in the area of agricultural financing, as a 
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vital necessity, by virtue of the fact that a new credit policy is capable of 
playing a considerable part in the strengthening of a sector that is rightly 
considered a priority one among the sectors of national activity. 
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IRAN 


PLANS TO USE OIL MONEY TO BENEFIT OPPRESSED DISCUSSED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 26 Jun 82 p 12 
[Report: "Seminar with Minister of Energy Hasan Ghafuri"] 


[Text] The seminar entitled ‘Oil in the Service of the 
Oppressed’ was inaugurated recently by the oil minister 

of the Islamic Republic, with a number of foreign person- 
alities participating. Attending the seminar were General 
Zahirnezhad, head of the joint chiefs of staff of the 
armed forces, Minister of Energy Dr Hasan Ghafuri and 
Central Bank Governor Dr Mohsen Nurbakhsh. 


According to a report by KEYHAN's economic correspondent, a number of verses 
from the Holy Koran were recited at the start of the seminar, followed by 
singing by the oil ministry's preparedness group. Thereupon, Minister of 
Oil Seyyed Mohammad Gharazi addressed the gathering and spoke about the 
World Oppressed Day. In one part of his speech he said: The Islamic Re- 
public of Iran must clarify its stand regarding issues, difficulties, theories 
and complications. In most cases it has arrived at such a result. Oil 

is also one of the issues which we must explain before the world. We must 
explain that in the past 90 years more than 30 billion barrels of oil have 
been taken out of this country and carried to industrial states. It must 
become clear what we must do from now on. 


Are we going to show the world, as we have done in the past, that oil is a 
resource of little value? Oil is a resource placed under ground by God for 
the development of mankind. The human hand does not affect it. We wish to 
know how the God-given oil is used. When European and American sea pirates 
succeed in taking out more than 10 billion barrels of oil daily from oil- 
producing countries, they present themselves as the most civilized of the 
world, as tool makers and owners of technology. We have one duty alone: 

to reject legally dressed up procedures which the arrogant looters have 
created for use in the colonization of mankind and which have come to be 
accepted as legal doctrines, and to return to divine inspiration. It is 
only divine inspiration which can be the developer of humankind. The arro- 
gant have resolved many of their problems through the use of fools and in- 
dustries in order to boost their image. But the sum total of philosophical 
thinking at this stage of the revolution showed that the affiliated army, 
that affiliated power in Iran, that imperial domain and that SAVAK which 
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was intended to glorify the arrogant have been swept away by the wind and 
turned against them. Today, with what force we go to confront Iraq and with 
what we stand up to the world! When the soldiers of the Coming Universal 
Imam are at the war front against tyrannical Israel, nobody can stand in 
their way. 


Referring to the level of oil consumption in the world, the oil minister said: 
More than 70 percent of the world's oil is used by the arrogant nations while 
2 billion oppressed peoples of the world use less than 15 percent of the total 
supplies. This is a big problem which we must study carefully and come to 
grips with. He added: a Canadian uses 360 times more oil a year than a Bang- 
ladesh brother. The Islamic Republic of Iran believes that tools in the hands 
of the virtuous become the staff of Moses while in the hands of the arrogant 
they turn into Saddam's tank. The Islamic Republic of Iran considers oil 

a divine gift which it has dedicated to the oppressed, most of all to those 
who are in struggle with the criminal United States. 


He added: God has made us a promise and we will, God willing, turn the 

country into a selfsufficient one. With God's help, the revolutionary 
generation will see such a country. As you see, despite numerous conspiracies, 
our people developed through God's help and in some cases even reached self- 
sufficiency. Our purpose is not to earn foreign exchange through the sale 

of oil. Our goal is to hasten to the aid of the oppressed. We must take 
increased output from the monopoly of the arrogant, something which is quite 
easy. 


Following the speech, Pakistan's minister of petroleum and natural resources, 
Rao Farman Ali Khan, said: I think we all know the importance of energy for 
the development of countries. As you are aware, most of the world's energy 
supplies go to developed countries. For example, one day's oil consumption 
in the United States is equal to a year's consumption in Pakistan. He added: 
Third World countries lacking their own energy supplies are in a bind as far 
as price is concerned and always suffer the hardest blows. Oil producing 
countries must adopt a procedure so that Third World states can use this 
energy better and at reasonable prices. 


Thereafter, Non Nguema, secretary-general of OPEC spoke about the situation 
in developing countries and their oil needs, saying: As developing countries 
better their economic conditions, their need for energy will also increase. 
Developing nations have more need of oil than developed countries. These 
countries should therefore be helped so that they can manage themselves. 


He added: Some developed countries have tried to control oil prices. I 
should point out that the issue of oil price control was not an easy one to 
handle and we had a lot of fights with oil companies over the matter. These 
companies take their orders from their governments and impose their policies. 


After that, Saber, Algeria's deputy minister of energy and petrochemical 
industries read a message to the seminar from Algerian Minister of Energy 
and Petrochemical Industries Belkacem Nabi on World Oppressed Day which 
said: Over the span of years, the plunder of our naturaJ resources has been 
the only commercial link which developed countries created for us, taking 
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our oil at cheap prices as booty. It is through economic and military power 
that developed countries try to keep our nations where they are. The stagnancy 
of domestic productive sectors particularly agriculture, increased straitened 
circumstances affecting economic output, inflation and the wiping out of our 
cultures and traditions are all signs of this important issue. 


The next to speak on the theme of ‘Oil in the Service of the Oppressed’ was 
Abu Ayad, the representative of Muslims of Brazil who said: This Seminar 
is taking place in a country where I have seen from the first moment of my 
arrival the fall of world imperialism headed by the United States, the goal 
of freeing Jerusalem from the grip of criminals and finally helping the 
oppressed of the world. 


The last speaker was Engineer Sepahban, ministerial advisor on OPEC affairs, 
who spoke at length on the policies of developed countries directed as a 
whole toward the colonization of the world's oil producing countries. 


(Those who spoke at this seminar were: Iran's minister of petroleum, the 
Pakistani minister of petroleum and natural resources, the secretary-general 
of OPEC, Algerian deputy minister of energy and petrochemical industries, 
the representative of Muslims of Brazil and ministerial adviser on OPEC.) 
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IRA‘ 


MINISTER REVIEWS PLANS TO CREATE MORE JOBS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 22 Jun 82 p 2 
[Speech by Minister of Labor Tavakkoli] 


[Text] The KEYHAN correspondent reports from Shiraz 

that the Minister of Labor and Social Affairs and the 
government spokesman, brother Ahmad Tavakkoli, spoke in 
the city concerning inflation, the new labor law, job 
classification and pay at a gathering of representatives 
of labor councils, Islamic associations and industrial 
plant managers, during his visit to the city to look into 
issues affecting labor and workers. 


Referring to industries built by foreigners in Iran he said: Since in the 
past our country was an island of stability for foreign and Iranian investors, 
the best technology was imported. We also, first must preserve available 
technologies and as a second step endeavor to improve and expand them, in 
order to carry out our own real role. I am therefore asking you to take 

good care of the machinery and to raise production levels so that you may be 
able to stop inflation. Of course the inflation growth rate in our country 

is less than that of Turkey. Ours is 17 percent, Turkey's is 35 percent. 
High prices can be seen everywhere but since there is faith in our country, 
we do not have any problen. 


The minister of labor added: The bill related to labor councils is being 
studied by the joint Majlis committee and, God willing, will be approved 
soon. As for Islamic societies, I must say the existence of such bodies 
has been reflected in Article 26 of the Constitution and the Ministry of 
Interior is drawing up its articles of association. But the councils and 
Islamic societies must realize that they have very heavy responsibilities 
because when the word ‘Islamic’ is applied, those involved must safeguard 
all sides and must not, God forbid, do anything that could harm the name of 
Islam. 


He continued: We travelled to Qom several times concerning the new labor 
law we are in the process of formulating and held discussions with theology 
teachers and religious jurisprudents. Preliminary work has been completed 
but aspects related to faith are still under consideration because in the 
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law which had been prepared mention was made of federations, syndicates, 
consortium and so on--matters which do not conform with labor laws in 
Islam. Also, the job classification plan which was prepared before the 
revolution has flaws and we have put it into effect on a trial basis to 

see what result it has. In any case we cannot put a stardard job classifi- 
cation plan into effect throughout the country because technical work is 
complicated and there is nu reason why all factories should be alike. 
Obviously a Formaline plant cannot be compared to a textile plant. Matters 
which concern one factory cannot apply in other places. In any event, these 
matters are subjects of discussion at a political-social seminar and, God 
willing, the issue will be resolved by the end of the summer. 


Answering a question as to why Labor Day (1 May) was not observed as a public 
holiday, the minister of labor said: Twenty-three days a year have been 

set as official holidays for labor and employees and all special holidays 
have been eliminated. So, making May First a holiday was not up to us but 

in the hands of the Majlis. Ahmad Tavakkoli will not do anything illegal 
even if he is subjected to disparaging remarks because we could not find 
legal greund for making May first a holiday. Even 7 Tir [28 June] when 

the biggest shock hit the Islamic Republic and much blood was shed is not 

a public holiday unless the Majlis decides otherwise. 


Brother Tavakkoli added: We do not expect to raise wages because as soon 

as such a thing is done the prices of goods go up. The objective is to 

boost the buying power of the worker, not his paper money. And of course 

it is not only workers that must be taken into account but also the unemployed 
who from our point of view must be considered. The project for giving cash | 
incentives for increased production has been put into effect in many factories 
but there are no plans for monetary increments. The issue is increased 
productivity. 


The minister of labor added: During the seminar of Islamic Societies you 

had asked for the elimination of Article 32. That is not right because when 
there is more work they cater to the worker. God willing, in the near 

future we will create 3.9 million jobs, involving both government and pri- 
vate job-creating investments. Brothers of the societies must approach issues 
with a somewhat deeper assessment. We must not only think of better housing, 
comfort and health for workers but must also think of the jobless. Thinking 
about the jobless is more important to me than to think about more benefits 
for workers. 
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IRAN 


MONEY APPROPRIATED TO MAKE GOOD WAR DAMAGES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 17 Jun 82 p 17 
[Speech by Minister of Labor Ahmad Tavakkoli] 


[Text] A meeting of the Council of Ministers of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran was held before noon yesterday under the 
chairmanship of Engineer Musavi, the prime minister, fol- 
lowing a recitation from the Holy Koran. After discussing 
latest political and social developments of the region, 

the session reviewed and discussed latest domestic de- 
velopments. 


After the session, Ahmad Tavakkoli, labor minister and government spokesman 
said: We approved 2 resolutions: one allocating 1.25 billion tumans for those 
affected by the war; the other allocating 3.7 billion tumans for the recon- 
struction of war-hit zones--a sum which seems insignificant when compared to 
the help provided by the people. Hojjat ol-Eslam Ma'adikhah also said after 
the session: In an extention of the session of Council of Ministers discussions 
and exchanges of views took place concerning the Tehran visit of the Libyan 
mission. Concerning cooperation between Iran and Libya he said: One field 

of cooperation has been the establishment of a cultural committee. We have 
reached an agreement regarding several articles. The relevant basic agreement 
sent to the Majlis consists of: the establishment of host bodies for Islamic 
propaganda in Iran and Libya in order to expound the viewpoints of the Islamic 
Republic in Islamic matters and the viewpoints of the fraternal state of 

Libya. After agreeing on mutually acceptable viewpoints on such issues, dis- 
cussion and propaganda will ~2ke place. The establishment of houses of cul- 
ture in Iran and Libya will fojter student exchanges, joint radio broadcasts, 
as well as, the establishment of a joint Islamic news agency and motion 

picture production cooperation between the two countries. 


Also, Mojahedi, a learned member of the Qom theological center, has been 
chosen by the government as the cultural attache of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran to Libya. Ma'adikhah said in conclusion: After the completion of 
necessary stages, a number of agreements will be concluded. 
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LEBANON 


IDF UNIT'S SEA LANDING IN LEBANON, BATTLES DESCRIBED 
Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew 23 Jun 82 pp 6-10, 64 
[Article by Emanuel Rosen: "With the Paratroopers to Beirut"] 


[Text] In retrospect it was astounding to think that we had traveled a total 
of 70 km. This distance, which can be traveled in several hours, took us 9 
days and 9 nights of fighting in which all of us who took part in this long 
and grueling campaign changed, matured, and were satisfied. 


That night when the voice of the unit commander thundered somewhere in the 
central part of the country, we were still other people, different by 70 km 
from the veterans of the campaign to Beirut. 


"This is it. The great moment has come. We have been given one of the most 
difficult and complex missions which has ever been assigned to a paratroop 
unit. Bit I am calm, and I am not just saying this. I have seen you training, 
I have heard the commanders, I have followed the preparations, and I am 
convinced that you are the best soldiers in the IDF and that you will do your 
best to accomplish your mission." 


Plain talk. Somewhat banal. A routine and boring introduction to war in which 
the paratroopers will prove that the red berets are not an empty symbol. 
However, to one who was there that Saturday night, 5 June 1982, at the paratroop 
base, who saw the hundreds of soldiers listening with pale and serious faces to 
the words of their commander, who saw the unit that had arranged itself in a 
semi-circle on the large athletic field, and who saw the parting from the 

women soldiers of the unit and from all those who remained behind, the words 
were not banal. To his ears, they cried out to the darkness of the night 

and sent into battle young soldiers who were afraid but confident of their 
ability. 


When the first IDF forces crossed the Israel-Lebanon border on Sunday, the 
paratroopers were making their way on the open sea, transported by giant 
landing craft of the navy. Many hundreds of soldiers, APC's, ammunition, and 
armored support forces boarded the landing craft somewhere in Israel. Facing 
them were hours of sailing which ended with a successful landing near the 
Awali River, 100 km north of Rosh Haniqra and about 5 km north of Sidon, 
which at that time was a bustling and fortified terrorist stronghold. 
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When it was decided in the General Staff to land such a significant and large 
task force at such a great distance, the senior ranks had no problem in 
determining whom should be given the mission. All these years the para- 
troopers had been training to carry out missions far from home. All these 
years they have been claiming enthusiastically: "The paratroopers can 
operate anywhere and under any condition." 


This time they were given the opportunity to prove it. 


Since the establishment of the IDF, this was the first time that such a 

large force had been landed from sea. Personnel from the tank carriers in the 
navy told us that for years they have been preparing for the possibility of 
such an operation, but at the last moment they had been returned to their 

more prosaic objectives. The navy landing craft had earned their great 

moment last week on no small account because of the confidence of the Chief 

of the General Staff in their effectiveness and the importance of their 
existence and function. 


The tank carriers moved out. 
"Gentlemen, This Is War!" 


The tank carrier crosses the border and its crew is in a high state of 
readiness. On the deck the hilarity and atmosphere of sailing gave way to 
the pre-combat mood. The small mess hall became a "forward command post" 
and the company commanders were learning every centimeter, every hill, and 
every house from the aerial photographs and mpas before them. The soldiers 
were oiling their weapons, securing their battle jackets, and rechecking 
the communications equipment. The platoon commanders were giving briefings 
and dividing the force into small elements. It was getting dark and in the 
background one could already see the lights of the coast and the fuel tanks 
burning on the Zahrani. Were they waiting for us? The fighting, it was clear 
to all, would begin the moment the tank carrier reached the beach. The 
soldiers would burst forth and the war would begin. 





On the beach the first force of paratroopers and naval commandos lands and 
prepares the area for the landing of the force. The commander of this force, 
Lt Col A, would later relate that the terrorists were not expecting him and 
the surprise was complete. A's forces began concentrating on marking the 
beach, establishing the first headquarters, and setting up ambushes for the 
terrorist vehicles that were moving nearby. 


At that time on the deck, Capt G was briefing the men of May Company of one 

of the battalions. G was one of the outstanding company commanders, a true 
fighter, full of self-confidence, and a man with a sense of humor that was 
necessary as air for breathing in the difficult moments. His company had 

been given difficult and special missions in this operation. "Our objective," 
he says to his troops in a hoarse but booming voice, "is to capture territory. 
Move quickly, do not delay or go wild whenever a terrorist fires at us. If 
there is an encounter, I will give the order: Move out and attack! Then 

you should all race forward with murderous fire. No one should go down and 
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we will not lie down. If anyone is afraid, do not scold him and do not cause 
him anh more shock! For all of us this is our first war." The tank carrier 
glides silently toward the beach. Even one who is on the deck cannot hear the 
noise of the powerful engines. The chains are unhooked from the APC's and 

the drivers check them. The force commander says that "What is going to be 

here is a classic paratroop operation. We will outflank them from behind, 

and if we succeed, we will destroy their will to fight. I am confident that 

they do nct know that we are coming. We will come to them from the rear, and 

we will prevent a mass flight northward as happened during the Litani operation." 


Night. Complete darkness envelops the tank carrier, and it is possible to 

see soldiers running about on the beach. The terrorists already sense now 
that something is happening. They fire salvos of Katyushas toward the sea, 
but only one rocket lands near the tank carrier. It is a wild shot by fearful 
men who understand that this force is operating in the heart of their most 
secure positions. At this time M, one of the force commanders, says in a 

last talk to his troops: "Gentleman, this is war! It is not an operation or 
an attack. In an operation you know how it will begin and how and when you 
will return. Today we don't know how it will end." 


A last check of the water in the canteens. In a few minutes there will no 
longer be a chance to add to them. On the beach the first facts are occurring... 
The occupation and encirclement of the area extending northward to Sidon is 
being carried out faster than planned. As one who has prepared well and during 
the test fills in the questionnaire with accurate answers, so do the para- 
troopers carry out their mission with virtually no problems. M's unit 

captures the Awali bridges, and R's forces take the Baqsta ridge which over- 
looks Sidon. The terrorists do not flee. The activate all their artillery. 


"They Are Coming at Me with a Superior Force" 


Now the area is hot. We slide from the tank carrier to the APC. A shell 
falls into the sea. One of many which we will encounter. We jump from the 
APC and run like crazy toward the nearby gasoline station. Another shell 
falls, right at the door of the station, and shakes the walls. They didn't 
even give us time to become acclimated. We move forward along a route marked 
by destroyed terrorist vehicles and bodies alongside. We pass by a thistle 
plant. Two terrorist holding two RPG grenades look at the force. They are 

in shock. They cannot fire. Later the force commander will notice a 
suspicious movement near another shrub. One of the soldiers fires a long burst 
in that direction and stops when from among the branches there emerges a 

youth who walks towards us with his hands in the air. A 20-year old with an 
extended Kalashnikov and a small radio. During the operation the paratroopers 
will take hundreds of prisoners who will lead the force to an enormous 
infrastructure, the dimensions of which no one anticipated. 


Paratroopers love to move at night, and they do this with astounding skill. 
D's force deploys for an ambush at one of the Awali bridges. "The truth is 
that we still had not managed to organize ourselves," he later relates, "and 
we already heard an approaching vehicle. I deployed the guys in a nearby 
dirth and I waited. We saw a recoilless rifle jeep of the terrorists. The 
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guys were excited and wanted to destroy it from a distance, but I stopped 
them. We waited and when it was 40 meters from us, we fired and scored a 
bullseye. There was great joy, we went out from the ditch to take a look, 
and suddenly another vehicle was approaching. In seconds we cleared the 

road and lay down alongside it. The second vehicle was also destroyed and 

in one-half hour two more terrorist vehicles suffered the same fate." Amal 
added: "The terrorists understood that this bridge was a death-trap for them 
and they laid down rather accurate artillery fire on us, and it was only by 
luck that it did not end with casualties." 


R leads heavy fighting that night, and one time he shouts into the radio: 
"They are coming at me with superior forces." The terrorists lay down heavy 
artillery fire on his force, and at one time they even try to organize a 
counterattack. Two of our soldiers are killed, but the terrorist resistance 
is broken and they flee toward Sidon. In the morning, 250,000 residents of 
this city discover that they are surrounded by a large army which only the 
devil knows how and from where it came. 


That morning a calm prevailed. The paratroopers were involved in mopping-up 
missions. From time to time another terrorist would be discovered and another 
arms cache would be uncovered. From atop a high hill the paratroopers looked 
down on Sidon, a beautiful city. Someone says that all of this seems in 

the meantime to be an excursion but the force commander insists: "This is 

the calm before the storm. Now they are regrouping in Sidon and north of 

us. They know they are fighting for their lives." 


R's Sahra College, about 1 km north of the landing point, serves as the 
forward command post. From the roof of this beautiful educational institution 
we look out over the territory which was captured at night. The commander of 
the formation is dissatisfied with this quiet expectation. He does not want 
to permit the terrorist to regroup. He is impatient. 


Shouts of Joy--and Shots 


On the second day, 7 June, the order comes: Hurry northward! Before we leave 
the college, a local person approaches us: "Excuse me, but the students of 
this college have already been in the shelter for 2 days and they cannot study. 
Would it be possible now to resume the lectures?" The besieged students 

enjoy fresh IDF provisions, and at the same time, the commander issues the 
first orders to move northward. 


The road to Ra's Nabi Yunus brings us for the first time in contact with the 
residents of the area and also with the dangers involved in combat in a 
built-up area. The APC's pass through affluent streets with high-rise 
buildings and well-kept gardens. The residents greet us with shouts of joy 
as if they had been awaiting the IDF's arrival for ages. They take pictures 
against the APC's. One must not become complacent--every meter must be 
screened. 
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"There are no terrorists here," says a local citizen to the screening team, 


but when the soldiers enter to check, they are met by a long burst from the 
rifles of two terrorists who had hidden there. Two of our soldiers are 
severely wounded. 


And then comes the incident of the sniper who had positioned himself on the 
roof of one of those beautiful houses with the well-kept gardens. For 2 hours 
he fires at the soldiers and converts the line of fire into a death trap. We 
lie on the ground and the bullets whistle above our helmets. We try to find 

a safer place in back of a high wall, but the bullet fragments hit the wall. 
This sniper sees us but we don't see him. He jumps from roof to roof and from 
story to story, firing single rounds which prevent us from locating him. A 
nearby drainage ditch serves as a relatively safe cover. I never thought in 
my entire life that I would feel so safe and so calm in such a place. 


"Forward. Ignore the Firing!" 


The sniper continues and someone remarks that this is a kind of "Russian 
roulette"--who will be hit and who will be saved? In the midst of this danger 
the combat doctors work with great courage. While all of us hug the ground 
and try to maintain zero height, these doctors race between the bullets, 

give the wounded first aid, and evacuate them to a nearby point. 


Then the order comes: Move forward! Ignore the short! It requires courage 

to race out into an open area with the clear knowledge that the damn sniper 

see you from one of the nearby roofs and is laughing. You mobilize the 
remainder of your courage and break into an hysterical run toward the next 
protected corner. In one moment you are safe. "It will not happen to me," 

you say. A second later you prepare yourself for the penetration of the bullet 
and the anticipated severe pain. These snipers during the course of the 
battles will become a dangerous annoyance with a heavy price. 





The road from Ra's Sahra to Nabi Yunus is one of discovery of the powerful 
military infrastructure which the terrorists had built: recoilless rifle 
jeeps, artillery pieces, heavy machine gun positions, large quantities of 
weapons, arms caches, and propaganda material. The terrorists themselves 
are nowhere to be seen. The individuals who decide to fight try to snipe 
at the APC's that are racing ahead on the road, but these are the death 
throes of their strength. This was their house and now a paratroop formation 
controls it, and tanks are trampling the military infrastructure. The 
force's directives talk about the capturing of territory--there is no 
intention to mop up every house and to concentrate on every shot fired by a 
terrorist. The capture of territory and the movement northward will leave 
the terrorists without supplies, without water, and without hope. The 
isolated shooting will quickly die down and the terrorists will surrender. 


Nightfall of the second day finds us located in the city of Sa'diyat, which 
falls to the paratroopers without a battle. The terrorists are now 
concentrating in nearby Damur and try to stop our forces from there with 
artillery fire. Sa'‘diyat is discovered to be a hotel for the terrorists. One 
of its residents relates: "We were their hostages. When they wanted, they 
took over our apartments. When they wanted, they took our cars. When they 
wanted, they raped our daughters and wives." 
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An enormous arms cache is discovered in one of the houses. Next to the 
ammunition crates are pictures of beautiful girls, pornographic magazines, 
television sets, and videocassette recorders. "Here," says a local person, 
"They would relax before they went out on operations against you." Now they 
have fled northward. 


Not a Deluxe Capture 


Tuesday, 8 June. The direction--Damur. Throughout the day the air force bombs 
and turns this terrorist city into a heap of rubble. The observation posts 
report a mass flight but it is clear to everyone that the capture of Damur will 
require a maximum effort. That day, even before the issuance of the order to 
move on Damur, D's force advances toward the hills which overlook the city. 

A second force in back of it ran into an ambush. An RPG grenade was fired at 
one of the APC's and everyone was wounded. There is no doubt that the 
terrorists feel that the fall of Damur would mean the end of a symbol. This 
is their stronghold that is under their exclusive control. Therefore, they 
mine and damage the road leading to the Damur bridges, and the force's 
demolitions men are given the first opportunity to prove their professional 
skill. 


Under the cover of darkness, D's force "jumps out" and takes one ridge ahead 
of us. Now Damur is in the palm of our hand. D finds that next to one of the 
roads is a terrorists’ military training school, a major base. 





A high rooftop on an experimental farm for the growing of tobacco serves as 

a convenient observation point for Damur on Tuesday night. The first impression 
is that the city is abandoned, but a salvo of Katyushas that lands 400 meters 
from us and makes us all drop to the ground is a reminder that a deluxe 
capture is not to be expected here. On this roof the force commander 

prepares his next moves. It turns out that the formation is spread out over 
tens of kilometers (Awali-Sa'diyat) and this is virtually the possible limit. 


Group Shower for the Officers 


Wednesday, 9 June. The force commander is in high spirits. He shaves off 
the bristles of his beard and sends his officers for a group shower to the 
water pipe in the yard of the farm. "I do not want to see here men competing 
to see who has the longer beard and who stinks more," he says, "There is an 
enormous difference if you come to your soldiers clean, polished, shining, 
and smelling good or if you come with tired eyes and are filthy all over. 

If you come fresh and new, you will convince your troops that the situation 
is good even if that is not exactly the case." 


Such was the commander of the paratroop formation, about whom it would be 
said during the battles that he was "of the highest caliber in this war": 
rough, coarse humor, astounding coolness in the most difficult moments, and 
mainly, the ability to lead in the battle and to make crucial decisions in 
seconds. Several of his decisions and combat actions which he led in the past 
have already been included in the history books of the IDF. 
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The commander makes one such decision on Wednesday morning. He recommends 
that one force be sent from Damur eastward, through the difficult and steep 
routes in the Lebanese mountains, a force which would reach the Beirut- 
Damascus road. Another force moves on the coastal road. The mission of 
moving on the difficult mountain routes is given to D's force, which has the 
best troops of the formation. These will open the road to the APC's, tanks, 
and support elements. Incidentally, they will make use of all the 10 command- 
ments of the infantry: flanking movement, sophistication, night maneuvering, 
improvisations, high physical ability, and fantastic soldiering capability. 
While moving through the hills, D will wipe out many terrorist teams, trap 
tens of terrorists, and destroy a powerful infrastructure which the terrorists 
never believed would be reachable. Our forces move along the difficult road 
by foot with a heavy weight on their backs. The current joke says that "at 
the end of the campaign, D will arrange a formation of berets in Beirut..." 


Lone Sniper in Damur 


On Wednesday morning the senior echelon was still meeting in one of the 
rooms of the farm. 


The picture painted in the briefing leaves no room for doubt. Henceforth, 
the paratroopers would be entering an area in which the Syrian and terrorist 
forces would be side by side. The IDF has no intention to attack the Syrian 
army, but no one deceives himself that al-Asad will instruct his soldiers to 
wave white flags at the IDF which is making its way toward Beirut. Someone 
says that now is the beginning of part two of the operation. Now, he claims, 
it is already a real war. A war with the Syrians. Within the Beirut-Sayi- 
Aley triangle, in which the paratroopers would move, was a large Syrian army 
consisting of commando units, tanks, anti-tank weapons, and artillery. There 
is information that additional forces are being dispatched to the area, and 
they are taking up positions near the routes along which the paratroopers 

are to move. The terrorists, according to the intelligence estimates that 
morning, will now split up into small forces, divide the rest of the weapons 
among themselves, and try to fight to the last second. 


The atmosphere in the room is heavy. Damur is still a mystery. The commander 
of the force says to the commando unit commander: From today on you should 
move as you have never done before in your lives! Ten minutes before the 
move, the commander occupies a quiet corner and together with the intelligence 
officer, tries to locate more and more key points. One must think, plan, 

put yourself in the place of the enemy, and estimate his force. The para- 
troopers send into this battle young soldiers and commanders who have not 

yet knwon the taste of war. Henceforth, he is certain, they will know it. 


At precisely 11 o'clock a long column of armor and paratroopers makes its 

way toward Damur. In the first moments it seems to be a ghost city. A small 
force of terrorists is concentrated in the northern part of the city, but our 
force has no intention of going there. The commander talks about quickly 
cutting the main road and moving toward the hills. Under no circumstances 
will there be house-to-house fighting against every terrorist. The city is 
quiet. The strong odor of burning and death is everywhere. One must become 
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accumstomed to this odor which will be with us from now on. D's infantry 
forces cross the city quickly and jump on to the mountain road. Then come 
the APC's of M. Fat dogs and cats rove around licking their mouths. The 
first prisoners. Their stories cause a smile. One with an RPG in his hand 
says that he was on his way on a hunting trip. One says that he came to 
study at the university of Damur. AFterwards they become reconciled and say 
that their comrades fled, but it is possible that some of them remain here 
and there. 


One such individual manages to stop the force for several hours. An RPG 
grenade hits one of the APC's. Fire breaks out, the soldiers leap outside, 
and rush to take a position in one of the nearby shops. "I felt a powerful 
boom and suddenly a kind of vacuum which ejected me from the APC," says Shai, 
the driver of the APC. "There was an intense heat and the smell of blood 

and shouts. A terrible experience. Terrible." One of the soldiers crawls 
into the burning APC and extricates another soldier. A second later the APC 
explodes and buries another soldier underneath it. Another RPG explodes at 
the front of the tank, but causes no damage. "We set up a position in a shop 
and protected the treatment of the wounded. I hid behind a sun-heated boiler 
which was sitting there, bit I felt how they were firing into the shop, and 
the bullets were hitting this boiler," says another soldier. 


"Tt Is Good That You Are Here!" 


The soldiers suddenly realize that one of their buddies, Dani, is not with 
v-hem. "The entire night," they say on the following day, "We were certain 
that he was burnt in the hit APC." But Dani thought otherwise. "When the 
explosion happened, I leaped out of the APC and ran towards one of the houses. 
I entered and suddenly I saw several terrorists standing and firing outside. 
Fortunately they didn't notice me. I used the opportunity and immediately 
jumped into one of the concealed corners. At night I hid in the cellar. I 
was certain all the time that eventually they would pull me out. When morning 
came, I suddenly heard shouts in Hebrew. I peeked outside and saw our APC's. 
I shouted: I am here! Quickly, before they manage to fire at me, and this is 
how I was saved." 


However, in general, Damur surrenders unconditionally. The terrorist 
stronghold falls in a short time. From one of the corners an old, bent over, 
and ragged woman bursts out, and the intelligence officer almost strangles 
from shock when she approaches him. "It is good that you are here," she 

says in a weak, dry voice, and goes on her way. The last living creature in 
Damur. 


Blossoming Nature--and War 


In Damur night descends on the fourth day of the war. The paratroopers take 
over abandoned houses and form a dense and continuous belt to prevent the 
infiltration of terrorists. The darkness is total. One must function in 
complete darkness. The lighting of a cigarette is likely to attract 

terrorist shelling. North of Damur the terrorists try to harass the forces. 
Shells land all night. You try to catnap but the familiar whistling makes you 
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leap from your place. You jump under an APC, protect your head, and pray that 
they will be off target this time also. The shells come closer. One explodes 
90 meters irom us «17 the fragments fall on the helmet like drops of rain. You 
press your face ne road in order to absorb, if it comes, the hit on the 
least sensitive limbs. 


Thursday morning, 10 June. The killed Damur remains behind. The hills which 
come after it represent a sharp contrast. Swiss landscapes with the familiar 
Mediterranean smell. Picturesque houses, fir and cedar trees. A blossoming 
nature and war side by side. There, in these beautiful hills, are located 
the forces, bunkers, and subterranean dugouts. The largest arms caches of 
the terrorists are discovered one after the other--floors full of cement, 
trucks, jeeps, combat equipment--no one had imagined that this was the 
infrastructure of the terrorists. Here was their home. Their fortress. 
Their most protected area. Now only the ruins were left. The terrorists 
fled and dispersed in the hills. The paratroopers had cut into their heart, 
their main artery. Dqun, Kfar Matta, Baynu--Christian and Druse villages in 
the mountains. Here there was no destruction. Here there was an atmosphere 
of calm as if there was no war in the world. And this was misleading because 
the terrorists had come here also and the stories of the residents were 
chilling. There are houses with four levels and American cars in dry storage, 
but there are also terrorists there. One old lady approaches our APC. Her 
husband has died and she .asks the soldiers for permission to bury him. She 
still does not recognize the difference between them and us. 


On one of the curves, next to raspberry bushes and beautiful grass, three 
APC's meet a local little girl. She has straight blond hair, she is wearing 
a nightgown, and has a frightened look in her eyes. Should she flee? Twenty 
dusty, bearded, and perspiring paratroopers stare at her. She breaks into 
tears. A soldier with eyeglasses waves at her. Another takes a bag of 
candies from the combat rations and throws it to her. She picks it up and 
runs to her mother in the house. She leaves one of her clogs behind. She 
still doesn't know the difference. This was their home, their fortress. 


5830 
CSO: 8123/1586-B 


37 














LEBANON 





IDF UNIT BATTLES ALONG CENTRAL LEBANON INVASION ROUTE 
Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew 23 Jun 82 pp 12-13 
[Article by Eli Mohar: "The Breakthrough in Biqa'"] 


[Text] North and east of Metulla and Marj 'Uyun lies the expanse of the Biqa' 
--the Lebanon valley between the high Lebanon Mountains in the west and the 
Anti-Lebanon Mountains, of which the Hermon is a part, in the east. Snow 

still covers the Hermon and the Lebanon, and between them the colors change. 
First, the dark green of the forests and gardens near the Hasbani River. Then, 
where the valley rises and broadens a little, the gold of the wheat, the 
harvest of which has been postponed because of the events of the last 2 weeks. 


The landscape is attractive, but the valley is not a valley. The name is 
deceiving. In the beginning it is very narrow where the road winds over the 
hills along the Hasbani River. It is only when one continues on that there is 
a plain which is not wide and which also contains difficult-to-traverse roads 
that wind among the hills toward Lake Karun. Picturesque villages dot the 
sides of the mountains, pomegranate trees are now in full bloom, the cherries 
are red and ripe for eating. 


"Arafat Trail 


The southern Biqa' was one of the Fatah's strongholds. The complex area near 
Hasbayya and Kawkaba was the heart of Fatahland. The beautiful route winding 
to it was called the ‘Arafat Trail by the terrorists, inspired by the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail in North Vietnam. The mountainous area and the narrow road make 
the movement of military forces, and especially armor, difficult. When the 
Syrians entered here at the time--they first went into action, as may be 
recalled, against the terrorists--the Fatah succeeded in holding up for weeks 
the Syrian advance on this route because relatively small forces are also 
able to wage a successful delaying action here. The IDF crossed this route 
in 2 days while engaged in fierce battles with both the terrorists and the 
Syrians. 


Many and various forces took part in the battle in the Biqa'. Armor combat 
no longer consists of tanks alone, the troops against thé enemy tanks, but 

requires the integration of armored forces, infantry, artillery, engineers, 
and air. It was the combined power of these forces which eventually led to 
the pushing of the Syrian forces northward, far from their positions in the 
southern Biqa'. 
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Saving of Heroism 


Not only do the IDF commanders who led their forces into battle speak highly 
of this integration but also the soldiers, to whom the overall picture is 
perhaps less clear, felt good about the close communication and coordination 
which existed among the various forces throughout the battle. The veterans 
among them were also able to make comparisons. "During the Yom Kippur War 
there were situations in which you didn't know how to talk to the tank force 
which was near you," remembers Capt Effi, who led the troops on the mission 

of opening the central route in the Biqa’. "Today the situation is completely 
different. The coordination among the forces was outstanding and prevented 
much unnecessary combat and heroism." 


In the Yom Kippur War Effi was with a Golani force which fought on the Hermon. 
He was a battalion commander and later a Golani commando unit commander. 
Afterwards he changed direction. The kibbutznik from "En Gev spent 2 years 

in a yeshiva, and today he is once again in the army, with a beard and a 
knitted yarmulka on his head. His trainee-soldiers are a little afraid of 

him and consider him a hard, biting, and demanding commander. After the 
battle in the Biqa' a tone of unrestrained admiration was added to their voice 
when they spoke about him. Almost adoration. As for him, his voice softened 
when he spoke about them, when he praised them. 


The Central Route 


On the Sabbath the fighters were ordered to return to their base from the 
Sabbath leave. Boaz, ‘Amir, Shabtai, Gil and their friends. For most of 
them, it was to be their first combat experience; for all of them, it was to 
be their first experience in combat on such a scale. While the soldiers were 
making their way toward their base, the force was organizing and equipping 
i-self. On Saturday night it began a movement northward which lasted all 
night. On Sunday morning the first vehicles reached the height and from there 
they entered along a route through the villages of the bulge, on the central 
route which goes down toward Kawkaba. The first phase of the mission was to 
take over the area under the control of the UN forces and the terrorists which 
extended from the line of the Naqqar hills toward Kawkaba and Hasbayya, the 
Suq al Khan junction, the Bu Ruzz junction, and the Hasbani bridges. In the 
second phase, if the decision was to implement it, the mission was to open 

the central route in the Biqa' and to move northeastward toward the Syrians. 
Effi's force with his APC's was to move together with the tank and engineering 
units and an additional infantry force, accompanied by artillery support, on 
the central route, the lowest of the three routes on which the IDF was moving 
in the Biqa'. The other two routes were on the ridges on both sides of the 
central route, and it was on these that the Patton and Merkava tanks moved, 
together with additional forces. 


The Syrians Intervene 
The force moves cautiously with Effi's men in the APC's in the lead. In the 


Kawkaba area there was the first contact with the terrorists who surrendered 
after a short artillery barrage. The same thing happened up ahead in the area 
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of the Shaq'ah Bridge where the force captured three terrorists and continued 
moving forward to the woods at the sources of the Hasbani. They were taken 
without a fight, but an artillery barrage began immediately. This was the 
first Syrian intervention on Sunday afternoon: a rather heavy shelling, not 
perfunctory but intended to do damage. In this phase another terrorist 
force, equipped with APC's and armored vehicles, surrendered after a short 
fight. With this, the first phase ended, and there began 2 days of waiting 
under heavy Syrian shelling. 


On Tuesday evening tank and engineering units were added to the force, and 
the next day's mission was clear: 


To open the central route to the Biqa’ when it was clear that the future 
fighting would be difficult. On Tuesday there even appeared for the first time 
Syrian attack helicopters, grey, large, and frightening while Effi's force 
fired short bursts at them. One helicopter was shot down and a second was 
damaged, and it appeared that also fell. "In this phase it was already clear 
that we had to deal with an army, the Syrian army," says Effi, "throughout the 
day we also noticed the movements and deployments of the Syrian army. On 

the route facing us there were five sharp curves. These were five areas that 
it would be difficult to circumvent with engineering. On the curves ‘there 
were pit traps. Detonating them and damaging the road in this way would cause 
severe movement problems for the tanks. The plan was that the forces moving 
to our right and to our left on the higher routes would move a little ahead of 
us so that we would not be exposed from the flanks. However, since they had 
encountered problems, it turned out that we had moved ahead, and it was only 
after the fact that it was explained to us how exposed we were to fire from 
the ridges on both sides. We moved to the first pit traps and saw that two 
had already been detonated and there were problems of crossing. At the same 
time we were subject to a heavy artillery shelling, and in an attempt to open 
the mined route, two APC's and a tank went over a mine. These were our first 
casualties." 


One has to see this road in order to understand the difficulties in advancing 
on the central route in the Biqa'. Under artillery fire and flat tragectory 
fire, the engineers began to prepare the way for the passage of the tanks and 
the APC's, in a low position, while the enemy forces overlooked the scene. 
However, the force passed through and the tanks and the APC's charged ahead 

to the areas beyond the first pit trap. Here a bitter armor battle took place 
with the Syrian tanks well entrenched and hidden in the vegetation and among 
the boulders. However, in the first 15 minutes of the battle four Syrian 
tanks were destroyed. At the same time, Effi and his men continued the opening 
of the route by taking control of the nearby hills where there was a Syrian 
commando element that was cut off and pulling back. 


Night of the Commando 


The entire morning the battle was fought on the curves of the route and at 
the pit traps. By the evening the force had succeeded in opening a segment 
that, while only 4 km in length, did contain all the pit traps. Toward 

evening the narrow segment of the route, a kind of bottleneck, remained and 








it was from there, after a steep craggy segment, that the Biqa’' begins to widen 
into a plateau on which an armor battle was to be fought on the following day. 
[t was clear that despite the grueling battle day, the mission had to be 
completed, and at night the forces continued to advance. It was a very clear 
night, a night with a full moon, with the tanks and the APC's advancing 
together in a tense quiet that prevailed all around. Then, suddenly, the 
Syrian commando force which was waiting in ambush in the area opened up with 
the fierce firing of anti-tank missiles on the force. In the area a large 
Syrian force had fortified itself in caves, holes, and village houses. One 
tank was burning and another went up on a terrace unable to continue. Effi's 
forces held the line in the forward positions to protect the tanks. After 
they received information about the approach of a Syrian tank force, and they 
even heard the noise of the Syrian tanks, they sent ambushers and listeners 
forward to block the enemy tanks. In this way they spent a tense night, 
accompanied by artillery, with each side tracking, or attempting to track, 

the movements of the other. 


"Classic" Mission 


During all the fighting it was clear to both sides that the battle extended 
over a key route, without which the tanks could not be brought into action. 
The mission was "classic," according to Effi: the valley on the mountainous 
route, a mission which had been practiced and for which there were information 
and the means to implement it. It was also clear that the Syrians were 
fighting as an organized and skilled army that reacts quickly and accurately 
with artillery, evacuates its casualties, and withdraws in an orderly fashion. 
"I got to know the Syrians on Yom Kippur," says Effi, "and also then I saw 

an army that was fighting, that was impossible to impress and frighten with 
artillery which doesn't make it flee. You have to come into real contact with 
it. The Syrian commandos were also firing and inflicting casualties, and you 
have to overrun them to beat them.” 


And so, on Thursday with the first light, the tanks and the APC's charged 
ahead from the bottleneck to the plateau, toward the Syrian deployment. 

There were hundreds of French-made anti-tank missiles, trucks, tanks, and 

in short--a major deployment. About at the end of the charge, the Syrian 
tanks opened fire. The tank crews, all of them reservists, fought stubbornely 
and courageously. Within 30 minutes 10 Syrian tanks were burning. Two of 

our APC's and six of our tanks were also hit, but the route was open. A 

fresh tank force that had come up from behind passed the force and moved 
forward to continue the fighting. Effi and his men remained behind to rearm 
and reequip, but not for very long. The tank unit which had continued 

forward had fallen into a Syrian anti-tank ambush, and Effi's men received 

an order to prepare for a flight mission: to change their APC's for 
helicopters and to go to the aid of the tanks by fighting the Syrian commandos 
who were ambushing them on the hills. After 3 days of continuous fighting 
this was the most difficult mission, bit it did not materialize because of 

the cease-fire at noon on Friday. 
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The Help of God 


The number of casualties among Effi's men was small, and Effi found it 
difficult to explain. Actually, he did not find it difficult. "This was the 
help of God," says the solidly built young man who had become religious, 
"really, I have no other explanation. It was resourcefulness on our part. 

We operated properly. Bit if I had to evaluate such a battle in a lecture, 
if I had to allocate to it time and losses, I would have given much more. 

The soldiers acted in an extraordinary manner, and it was an honor and a 
pleasure to command such men. As a company commander I train the men and put 
them to the test to the extent possible. It is quite rare to have the 
opportunity to be tested in practice on the material which you teach and to 
see how your students pass this test." 


The distance between Effi and his men still exists even though it has softened 
somewhat after the joint experience in combat. He is still their commander 
and they are still his subordinates, but in back of the inevitable roughness 
of this relationship there are other feelings which are expressed primarily in 
a hidden manner, “behind the back." When they talk about him, it is evident 
that they were somewhat apprehensive of him, that there was a "wild distance" 
between them, that he "didn't relate," "didn't feel for people." "We were 
afraid of him," they say openly, "we were afraid even to talk to him." Even 
now "we do not laugh with him," says Boaz, but now it is different. The 
battle was a frightening experience, or in the precise jargon of the soldiers, 
"the balls tremeled." The shellings were firghtening, especially after the 
first casualties. 


How did they overcome the fear? "We relied on Effi," they say, “he gives us 
confidence, he is calm, he knows what to do." "You hear his voice on the 
radio--and you melt," they say, and it is evident that the greatest 
compliment they received after this battle were the short words of Effi 

at its conclusion. He told them that as far as he was concerned, their 
battle was over. They were successful. 
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LEBANON 


IDF UNIT BATTLES SYRIAN SUICIDE UNITS 





Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew 16 Jun 82 pp 12-15 


[Article by Emanuel Rosen: "This Is How IDF Soldiers Got to the Christians 
near Beirut"] 


[Text] Sunday, 12:45 pm. On the communications net, the following conversation 
between the commanding general of the Northern Command, Amir Drori, and the 
brigade commander is heard. 


Drori: "I understand that you shook hands..." 


The commander: "Yes...And they also kissed me despite the fact that I was 
unshaven..." 


Drori: "Then I too will join in. Well done." 


A strange concluding act, somewhat surrealistic, not exactly suitable for the 
6 days of bitter fighting which began with a secret landing near Sidon, 
continued with the capture of the terrorist stronghold in Damour, and ended 
with the annihilation of the Syrian "suicide battalion" on the outskirts 

of Beirut. Throughout the week the paratroopers were "welcomed" with 
Katyushas, shells, stubborn resistance, fortified positions, and murderous 
sniper fire in every village which they entered. On the 8th day of the war 
in a thick woods that overlooks the outskirts of the Lebanese capital, 

20 to 30 Christian residents and combatants greeted them with true happiness 
and by throwing bouquets of flowers. 


The column of paratroopers, escorted by armor and artillery forces, was led 
to the meeting place by the commander of the paratroop brigade. 


The mission, which concluded with that handshake with the Christian fighters, 
was assigned to the paratroop brigade that had been fighting at that time in 
the western sector and had moved toward the Beirut-Damascus road. The 
paratroopers went out to a battle that was described by the brigade commander 
as the most difficult and complex one in the entire war. The village of 
"Aynad, about 8 km from the Beirut-Damascus road, was the last obstacle 
between the IDF and the encirclement of Beirut. The Syrians who controlled 
the situation sent a commando batallion from those called "suicide battalions" 
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to the village. For more than 12 hours the IDF forces besieged the village 
while attempting to surround the Syrians from many directions. A unit of 
Libyans fortified itself in the local school, and the terrorists also tried 
to help. At nightfall all that remained of them were scorched bodies, 
destroyed tanks, and total destruction. The bottleneck was opened and the 
paratroopers moved on. 


On Sunday at 4:44 am we saw Beirut. Thousands of tired soldiers viewed the 
scene in silence. The light of dawn revealed a wounded and sad city. 

Clouds of smoke curled upward everywhere. The airport that the paratroopers 
had reached in the famous Beirut operation 10 years ago was devoid of 
aircraft. Lt Jerry, commander of May Company, whispered: "I knew that my 
men would get here. I did not believe that I would also achieve this." 





Now only the village of ‘Ayn ‘Anub separated the troops from the end of the 
operation. Information and observations reported that there were about 30 
armed Syrians and terrorists there. The light of morning revealed to the 
astounded residents of the village that a large formation of soldiers 
surrounded them from the hills above. Would the cease-fire be broken? 

Through binoculars we saw clearly a terrorist position in the main intersection 
of the village--a small bunker, a number of soldiers equipped with Kalashnikov 
rifles, and pictures of Yasir ‘Arafat. The commander of the lead force, 

Lt Col D, radioed one of the strangest reports of the entire war: "They are 
400 meters from us. We see them, and they are looking straight at us, and 
there is a kind of confusion. They don't know what to do." 


5.am. Thirty Syrian soldiers located below us understand that they have 
nothing to look for in the village. They take their belongings and leave. 
Strange. The village mukhtar announces the surrender, and the long IDF 
column moves slowly and silently through the village. It is almost peaceful. 
Now the road is open to Beirut. In the runway area, forces from the Golani 
surround the city, and the Beirut-Damascus road is completely under the 
control of the IDF. 


Afterwards came the flowers and shouts of joy from the Christian residents 
and fighters. Tired soldiers take off for a while their flak jackets and 
helmets and spread out for a moment of rest among the trees. Communication 
developed quickly, and there was a flood of conversations between the 
fighters of both sides. The chief of the general staff, who arrived in the 
area and observed the nearby Beirut, said that the Lebanese capital was 
surrounded. 


The mission of the paratroopers was completed. 
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NEW SHIP DELIVERED TO MERCHANT MARINE 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 82 pp 18-19 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4500/253 


THE LIBYAN Jamahiriya has 
taken delivery of its latest 
merchant vessel, the 9,000 dwt 
Hashish, the Libyan news agency 
JANA announced on 8th April. 
The new ship was built in East 
Germany, and brings to 26 ‘the 
number of vessels in the Libyan 
merchant marine. The Hashish 
has two sister ships already in 
service with the National 
Shipping Company. The 9,400 
tonne [bn Hawkal was delivered 
on 12th January, and the Sirte on 
25th October last. The com- 
pletion of the contract for the three 
ships marks an important step in 
attaining the 1961-85 develop- 
ment plan’s target of a 36-vessel 
merchant fleet by the middle of 
the decade. 


The expansion of the fleet has 
been accompanied by a major 
port development programme. 
which aims at increasing the 
annual capacity of the country’s 
ports for 7 million tonnes in 1980 
to 16 million tonnes by 1981. The 
latest port scheme was completed 
on 17th April when a new oil 
jetty was inaugurated in the 
north east port of Tobruk. The 
180 metre jetty. built for the 
Brega Oi] Marketing Company, 
can accommodate fully-laden 
10,000 tonnes oi] tankers, and 
partly laden 15,000 tonnes 


tankers. The new oil terminal has . 


a full range of modern facilities, 
including an automatic fire-fight- 
ing system. and a radio communi- 
cations system linking the oper- 
ations room to tankers. 
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PAPER CRITICIZES OVERSTAFFED BUREAUCRACY 


London AL-ZAHAF AL-AKHDAR in English 16 Jul 82 p 14 


[Text ] 


ONLY BY maximising productive capacity 
will Libyans secure their aims of economic 
self-sufficiency in all fields. If we wish to 
attain this aim of self-sufficiency, then we 
will have to take a long cool look at the pre- 
sent balance between productive and non- 
productive activity in the Libyan 
Jamahiriya. 


The Libyan people have already decided, 
through their Basic People’s Congresses, to 
maximise the Jamahiriya’s productive 
capacity through the wholesale reduction in 
the size of the administrative apparatus. 
Today’s Libyan bureaucracy is still much too 
large and as such it is a serious drain both on 
the economy and on Libya’s manpower 
resources. 


It is an uncontestable fact that the long 
years of exploitation, under the old regime 
and under the Italian occupation, have had 
the detrimental effect of making Libyans 
much too respectful of office work. We only 
respect those with office jobs, the bosses, 
their deputies and the secretaries. We 
breathlessly chase jobs in offices, jobs 
behind desks, amid air conditioners and fil- 
ing cabinets. This is having a bad effect on 
Libya. 


Our ardent desire for this kind of work is 
the only explanation for the extraordinarily 
high proportion of Libya’s population pre- 
sently engaged in administrative work. 
‘Today there are some two hundred and fifty 


' thousand Libyans working in the adminis- 


trative apparatus, in addition to some sixty- 
one thousand foreigners. 


Since the announcement of the decision to 
concentrate the country’s resources on 


production and transfer as many people as - 


possible to the productive sector, many 
establishments have been issuing long lists 
of the names of people to be transferred to 
the productive sector. 


Transferred 
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But the fact remains that the country’s 
productive capacity has not increased and 
production figures have not risen. It would 
not be an exaggeration to say that up to the 
present time, no one has actually been 
transferred to the productive sector. All that 
has happened since the decision on this 
issue received the approval of the General 
People’s Committee, is that employees have 
been transferred from one service establ- 
ishment to another, all under the cover of 
sloganeering about maximising productive 
capacity. 

It is a practical example of the popular 
saying, ‘Take from your beard and add to 
your moustache’. Supervisors, school clean- 
ers, and guards remain at their posts and 
they have sti'! not been transferred to 
productive economic activity. All that has 
happened is that some of these people have 
been transferred from one school to another 
or from one establishment to another. 


An example of the waste of manpower is 
the fact that the Religious Endowment 
Department has appointed three people to 
supervise a tiny space (three metres by four) 
which is used for prayers in the Friday Mar- 
ket area. This is, of course, in fulfillment of 
the popular decision to maximise produc- 
tive capacity: 

There are still some forty five thousand 
merchants who have still not yet been 
transferred to the productive sector. What 
has happened in this case is that these mer- 
chants have been employed by the Markets 
Company in addition to the clerks who have 
been transferred there, making for a 
ridiculous excess of manpower in the com- 
pany. 

The administrative apparatus still retains 
two hundred and fifty thousand employees 
because the only ‘change’ that has occurred 
since the Libyan people’s decision is that 
some of this number have been ‘transferred’ 
by virtue of the posting of ‘Lists of those 
Transferred to Maximise Productive Capac- 
ity’. 

Up to now the responsible authorities 
have proved unable to establish a work 
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programme for students, soldiers and 
policemen which will ensure their par- 
ticipation in meaningful economic activity. 
All that we see are television pictures of 
some of these people collecting olives. The 
responsible authorities have also failed to 
decide on the best possible utilisation of 
foreign labour for productive purposes, 
otherwise how else can we explain the pre- 
sence of sixty one thousand foreigners in our 
administrative apparatus? 

To take another example of the mis- 
management of manpower resources, are we 
assisting Libya’s production goals by 
transferring 508 employees from Libyan 
Arab Airlines to the Paper and Printing 
Establishment or to the Markets Company, 
even if this has been approved by the Gen- 
eral People’s Committee and the General 
Service Secretariat? 


Waste of resources 


Increasing the working day of clerks will 
not solve the problem, neither will some of 
the patently ridiculous employee transfer 
decisions which have been taken. Transfers 
of engineers to markets and of qualified 
technical graduates to administration are a 
waste of resources. At the rate we are going 
we shall soon be transferring doctors to the 
Agricultural Secretariat and pilots to bus 
depots. 


The time has come to properly execute the 
decisions which the Libyan people them- 
selves have taken. We must rationalise the 
use of Libyan and foreign manpower in 
Libya to the maximum economic benefit of 
the Jamahiriya. 


Above all, we must change our habits, our 
habits of consumption (our refuse heaps are 
the highest in the world and Libyans con- 
sume more meat per capita than any other 
people) and also our ingrained prejudices in 
favour of administrative as opposed to 
productive work. Only in this way will 
Libyans succeed in maximising the Libyan 
Jamahiriya’s productive capacity. 











KOREAN FIRM WINS LARGE CONTRACTS 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 82 p 19 


[Text] 


CSO: 


SOUTH KOREA'S Daewoo Cor- 
poration has appointed the 
British consultants Robert 
Matthew Johnson-Marshall & 
Partners to assist in a major 
housing scheme in Tripoli. The 
London firm will undertake 
design work, and help in co- 
ordinating the provision of util- 
ities. Client for the project is the 
Jamahiriya’s Social Security 
Secretariat, with which the con- 
sulting company has worked for 
several years. Part of the firm's 
work will be to liaise between 
Daewoo and the Secretariat. 

The Tripoli housing project 
is one of three contracts won 
simultaneously by Daewoo last 
autumn, and entailing the con- 
struction of 12,000 homes and 
2,500 classrooms. The order was 
the largest ever won by a South 
Korean firm overseas, and 
brought the total value of Dae- 
woo’s work in Libya to $3 billion. 
All three projects are due for 
completion by the end of 1985, the 
final year of the Jamahiriya’s 
current five-year plan. 

The Tripoli contract, for 5,000 
homes, is worth $347.9 million. 
In Benghazi, Daewoo will build 
7,000 homes for the city’s muni- 
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cipality, at a cost of $513.3 
million. The third contract is 
worth $526.8 million, and is for 
the construction of 2,500 class- 
rooms in eleven different muni- 
cipalities. Client is the Libyan 
Education Secretariat. 

Designs for the housing have 
been completed, and work has 
started on the construction of 
two precast concrete factories 
required for the schemes. One is 
under way in Tripoli, and the 
other in Benghazi. Daewoo has 
shipped precast concrete-making 
equipment from France, and is 
finalising a contract with the 
Italian firm Valdadige for design 
work and for the supply of 
machinery for the two plants. 

Suppliers of site equipment 
have benefitted from the major 
construction projects under way 
throughout the Jamahiriya. In 
March it was announced that the 
Manchester-based firm Kwik- 
form has a $838,380 order for 
scaffolding for a Libyan housing 
project, and in April it was dis- 
closed that Norway's G Block 
Watne has a $1.6 million contract 
for site accommodation in the 
coastal towns of Misrata and 
Tobruk. 
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TEACHER TRAINING EXPANDS IN SIZE, LONGEVITY 
London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 82 p 15 


[Text] THE LIBYAN Jamahiriya’s teacher 
training programme is a crucial area of 
higher education in a country where 
700.000 pupils — about one third of 
the entire population — are enrolled 
in education up to the age of 18. 
Teacher training. like other sectors of 
education, was sadly neglected in the 
pre-revolutionary era. In the 1968/69 
academic year only 5.159 students were 
enrolled in teachers training insti- 
tutes. Ten years later, the figure had 
increased six-fold. to 28,735. The 
1981-85 Libyan development plan pro- 
vides for further expansion. Four new 
teacher training institutes will be built, 
and students will increase to 30,500. 


Until a few years ago, teacher training in Libya comprised a short, two yea 
course which commenced at the end of the intermediate stage of school education. 
Students started their instruction as teachers at the age of only fifteen or 
sixteen, and were able to take up posts only in primary or elementary schoo!:s. 
There has since been a shift to longer, and much more thorough, training for 
teachers, with courses lasting four or five years, but with students still start- 
ing at the end of intermediate education. By 1978 about 23,000 of the total 

of 28,000 trainee teachers were already pursuing the new longer courses. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION FACILITIES TO SERVE NATIONAL AIMS 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 82 pp 14-15 


[Article by Dr Alan George] 


[Text ] 


THE OPENING on 29th April of a Faculty 
of Nuclear and Electronic Engineering 
at Tripoli’s Al Fateh University under- 
lines the Libyan Jamahiriya’s determin- 
ation to equip its citizens with even the 
most sophisticated technical skills. The 
new faculty has four departments, for 
computing. nuclear engineering, 
materials science and engineering tech- 
nology. and has a range of facilities, 
including lecture halls. specialist labor- 
atories and a library stocked with 9,000 
books. In addition, a special section deals 
with audiovisual teaching aids. 

In revolutionary Libya, education is 
seen as a right for all the people. But it is 
also the key to the country’s ambitious 
economic and social development pro- 
gramme. And, in turn, the Libyan drive 
for across-the-board development is in 
part motivated by the acute awareness 
of the unbreakable links between eco- 
nomic and political independence. No 
country shackled to the economies of 
foreign states or multinational corpor- 
ations can pursue truly independent 
foreign or domestic policies. 

Part of the continuing dependence of the 
Third World on the industrialised coun- 


tries centres is for manpower. Economic | 


and social development in the twentieth 
century hinges on mastery of a wide range 
of technical and managerial skills. After 
vears of neglect during colonial rule, 
developing nations lack their own tech- 
nicians. and have no option but to recruit 
staff in the very countries whose formal 
colonial rule they have shaken off. 
‘Development’ is often measured only 
in terms of national income. But such 
figures can be highly misleading. Many 
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Third World countries have recorded 
rises in income, but without any funda- 
mental change in their ability to generate 
growth independently of economic and 


p,Political currents in the industrialised 


states. Recession in the West, or even a 
decline of demand for a specific com- 


modity, can wipe out rises in national 


income. The relationship between the 
developed and developing worlds is little 
better than that between an imperial 
power and its colonies. It is one-sided 
and exploitative, offering Third World 
peoples little hope for long term economic, 
let alone political, security and indepen- 
dence. 


Formidable challenge 

There is a growing school of thought 
amongst development economists that sees 
the acquisition of technical and managerial 
skills as the single most important factor 
in the attainment of ‘real’, self-sustaining 
development, and the Jamahiriya has 
become increasingly attuned to their 
views. In January last year, former Libyan 
Planning Secretary Musa Abu Freiwa. 


- told the General People’s Congress — 


the Libyan legislature — that shortages 
of skilled manpower had proved the 
most formidable challenge to the imple- 
mentation of the country’s 1976-80 
development plan. 

Higher education has consistently been 
accorded a high priority since the 1969 
Revolution, and in the early years the 
emphasis was to increase facilities and 
student numbers across the board. Strik- 
ing progress has been attained. 

At the time of the Revolution, Libya had 
a single university, with faculties divided 
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between Tripoli and Benghazi. In addition. 
there was an Islamic University, opened in 
1957 at the north eastern town of Beida. 
But total students enrolled in the 1968/69 
academic year stood at only 3,956. 

The old University of Libya has wit- 
nessed enormous expansion. In the 1972/3 
academic year it was divided into two 
separate institutions. at Benghazi and 
Tripoli. respectively named Gar Younis 
University and Al Fateh University. In 
1976 a Faculty of Education of Al Fateh 
University was opened in the southern 
town of Sebha. in accordance with the aim 
of dis.. .buting educational establishments 
ino al! the Jamohirivya’s cities and towns. 
The Boidt college has been incorporated 
in Gar Youn University. with Facul- 
tics of Arabic Language and Islamic 
Studies, and of Education and Agriculture. 
By the 1978/79 academic year, Libya's 
university student population had risen to 
over 14,000. 


Technical skills were not overlooked, and 
special Technical Institutes were in- 
augurated in 1976 at Brak, Houn and 
Bani Walid. After only two years they were 
catering for 7.500 students. In Tripoli, a 
Petroleum Institute was _ established, 
together with a Petroleum Faculty at the 
Al Fateh University, while a Petroleum 
Enginecring Higher Institute was set up 
in the north eastern coastal town of 
Tobruk. 

Nevertheless, many of the courses 
offered at Libya's expanded universities 
bore only limited relation to the country’s 
development needs. Many students were 
studving subjects such as literature and 
foreign languages. In recent years there 
has been a strongly growing emphasis on 
more directly relevant subjects. 


Technical skills 
The 1981-85 development plan expressly 
calls for greater efforts towards the 
acquisition of technical skills by Libyan 
citizens. and the policy was reaffirmed at 
January's meeting of the Libyan General 
People’s Congress (GPC). The GPC 
resolved to encourage earlier specialisation 
by students. Secondary schools will be 
phased out. and replaced by specialsed 
training institutes, with courses linked to 
the universities. It was also agreed that 
post graduate education generally should 
be given much greater emphasis. Another 
resolution, reflecting Libya's strong 
desire for self-reliance, called for an end 
to scholarships for study overseas, except 
for instruction not available in the Jama- 
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hiriya. 

The growing emphasis on the develop- 
ment of specialised technical education at 
post-graduate level is also reflected in the 
facilities recently opened or under way. 
The most striking sign of the new direc- 
tion of Libvan higher education came 
last November when revolutionary leader 
Muammer Qadhafi formally opened the 
Jamahiriya’s first technical university. 
Located at the coastal town of Marsa 
Brega. the university will specialise in 
subjects relating to oi] and engineering, 
and will have an eventual population of 
1.700. In addition to a range of well- 
equipped laboratories, there are seven 
lecture theatres in the integrated complex, 
which has about 1,000 rooms. 

A joint venture of Switzerland’s two 
leading construction companies, Preis- 
werk of Basle and Frutigen of Thun took 
three vears to build the LD 30 million main 
university complex. Another LD 2 million 
will be spent on utilities such as power and 
air conditioning. and a further LD 1 
million on furniture and laboratory equip- 
ment. A student village is to be added to 
the teaching complex. 


The Marsa Brega University will be- 
come the focus of technical training in the 
Jamahiriya, and will incorporate a number 
of existing colleges and university facul- 
ties. The Mining and Petroleum Faculty 
of Al Fateh University, and the Brak 
Technology Institute are amongst those 
that will be transferred to Marsa Brega. 


Other major new facilities geared to 
meeting the Jamahiriya’s development 
needs are under way. Last October it 
was disclosed that the Swiss firm of 
Geilinger had won a $50 million contract 
to build a Faculty of Agriculture for Gar 
Younis University, to be located at Beida 
some 200 kilometres north east of Ben- 
ghazi. The two-storey building will cover 
an area of more than 28,000 square metres, 
and will cater for 1.500 students and 150 
staff. Completion is due by the end of 
1983. 


The main campus at Gar Younis, mean- 
while. is continuing its expansion, with a 
clear emphasis on facilities for technical 
studies. In 1981 South Korea’s Daewoo 
Development Corporation won a $82.4 
million contract to build a factory of 
science. The firm also had a letter of 
intent for the construction of a $40.2 
million printing complex. 
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Maritime skills 

The drive to enhance the practical skills 
of Libyan citizens is not confined to the 
universities. The 1981-85 development 
plan provides for the expansion of Libya's 
merchant fleet to 36 vessels, and by 1985 
it is expected that 60 per cent of all the 
country’s imports will be carried on Libyan 
vessels. To meet the demand for skilled 
crews for the new ships, the Jamahiriya 
will open its first merchant marine college. 
Last year the Yugoslav firm Energo- 
projekt won the construction contract for 
the college, which will cater for 400-600 
undergraduate students and 100 post- 
graduates. Construction should take three 
years. 

The coming years will see no slowing 
down in the development of higher edu- 
cation in the Jamahiriya. The $62.5 billion 
1981-8S development plan allocates a 
massive one billion Libyan dinars to edu- 
cation at all levels, and the number of 
students in university and higher edu- 
cation is set to increase at an average 
annual rate of 9.6 per cent, from 19,300 
in the 1980/81 academic year to 30,000 
in 1985/86. It is a very far cry from the 
days following Libya’s nominal indepen- 
dence in 1951, when only fourteen Libyans 
held university degrees. 


52 





LIBYA 


STUDIES ABROAD LIMITED TO SPECIALIZED FIELDS 
London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 82 p 14 


{Text ] IN KEEPING with the Jamahiriya's 
policy of self-reliance. Libyan students 
are granted scholarships to study over- 
seas. but only when comparable 
instruction is not available at home. The 
rapid development of higher education 
over the past ten years, however, 
means that Libyuns must mow travel 
abroad for instruction only in the most 
specialised fields. 

In February the British firm of Inger- 
soll Engineers won a $41 million 
contract to train workers for Libya's 
first steelworks, being built at the 
coastal town of Misrata, east of Tripoli. 

_ The company will run a five-year train- 
ing programme. with 350 entrants per 
year. As part of their course, students 
will spend periods in Austria. West 
Germany and Japan undergoing 
practical training with companies 
supplving machinery for the steel- 
works. 

In 1981 @ contract was announced 
for the training of 480 Libyans in tele- 
communications in Greece. The stu- 

. dents will attend schools run by the 
state-owned Hellenic Telecommuni- 
cations Organisation. which under an 
carlier contract had already under- 
taken to train 200 Libyans. 

Even in a field as new to Libya as 
steelmaking. however. '. Jamahiriya 
is intent on enabling its citizens to 
attain skills without having to go 
abroad. Last year it was announced 
that the Austrian steel firm Voest 
Alpine had won a $7.8 million contract 
to supply a vocational training centre to 
he linked to the Misrata steel plant. 
The centre will have a workshop, fully 
equipped with machine tools, and class- 
rooms for 240 trainces. 
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NEW DAM PLANNED TO BOOST AGRICULTURE 





London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 82 p 19 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE LOW rainfall that prevails 
over all of the Jamahi.':'s except 
the coastal zones in the north 
west and north east poses a major 
challenge to Libya’s ambitious 
agricultural development pro- 
gramme, which aims at self- 
sufficiency in food by the turn of 
the century. Water conservation 
has become a preoccupation of 
agricultural planners, and one of 
the key measures under way is 
the construction of a series of 
dams to tap surface run-off of 
rainwater that was formerly lost 
to agriculture. 

The Indian firm Continental 
Construction is nearing comple- 
tion of one of the largest of the 
new dams. a $90 million rock- 
fill structure across the Wadi 
Ghan. near Gharian to the south 
of Tripoli. The 315 metre wide, 
72 metre high dam will allow the 
development of irrigated agri- 
culture in the surrounding Wadi al 
Hira area. Work on the dam 
started in 1978. 

The Jamahiriya’s $62.5 billion 
1981-85 development plan allo- 
cates $10.1 billion to agriculture, 
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16.2 per cent of total plan expendi- 
ture. A major aim is to bring a 
further 66,330 hectares of land 
into irrigated cultivation. 

The emphasis on the efficient 
use of water for agriculture has 
created important opportunities 
for suppliers of irrigation equip- 
ment. It was announced in March 
that the Turkish firm Yazar 
Pompa has earned $2.6 million 
from exports of 16,000 motor 
pumps to the Jamahiriya. 

The development of market 
gardening is another important 
aim of Libya’s agricultural plan- 
ners, and in April companies 
were invited to bid for a major 
contract to erect greenhouses 
throughout the country. 

Libya also aims to hoost agri- 
cultural output by greater use of 
modern pesticides. In March the 
Polish firm Dromex won a con- 
tract to build roads, and two air- 
fields for crop-dusting planes. 
The Jamahiriya is the firm's 
major trading partner, and 
Dromez has already built more 
than 1,500 kilometres of roads 
and three airfields for crop- 
dusting aircraft. 
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MISRATAH STEELWORKS CONTRACT GOES TO U.K. FIRM 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 82 p 18 





[Text ] + PSOM-BASED consultants W S second line, for flat products, 
Atkins has won a four-year con- will have hot and cold rolling 
tract to provide a resident team of mills with associated finishing 
enginecrs to assist in supervising plant. 
the construction of the first phase W S Atkins has been involved in 
of the Jamahiriya's first integrated the Jamahiriya for some years, 
iron and stcelworks, which is and is already working on another 
currently being built at Misrata, project related to the Misrata 
on the coast 200 ktometres east of steelworks. In 1977 the Secre- 
Tripoli. The contract value has tariat of Communications awarded 
not been disclosed. the firm a contract to conduct 

The Misrata steelworks is the surveys and prepare designs for 
largest single project in Libya's two roads in western Libya. One 
$62.5 billion 1981-85 development of these will link Sadadah. to the 
plan. The $3.3 billion first phase, south of Misrata, to the main 
for completion by 198S, provides coast road. It will be used to trans- 
for an annual capacity of 1.2 port limestone and dolomite rock 
million tonnes of steel. A second from new quarries near Sadadah 
stage, for completion by 1995, for use in the steel making pro- 
will increase capacity to 5 million cess. The second road is a 250 
tonnes, and a third stage will kilometre link between Sirte, the 
give a 7 million tonnes capacity coast, and Waddan, in the desert 
bv 2005. interior. The new route will cut 

The first stage will have two the road distance between Ben- 
steel production lines, each with a ghazi and the central Libyan town 
direct reduction plant, electric of Sebha by 175 kilometres. The 
arc furnaces and _ continuous British consultants are also 
casting equipment. One line will responsible for supervising the 
consist of two rod and bar mills construction of the two roads, 
and a medium section mill. The which began in May last year. 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


ITALIAN TRADE FIGURES--FIGURES JUST published by the Istituto Nazionale di 
Statistica show that Italian exports to the Jamahiriya last year rose to $4.9 
billion, more than twice the 1980 total of $2.2 billion. Exports from Libya 
increased by one third, to $3.7 billion. The statistics show that the Libyan 
Jamahiriya has confirmed its role as Italy's most important trading partner in 
the Arab homeland. Italian exports to Arab countries last year totalled $12.9 
billion, accounting for 18 per cent of Italian exports worldwide. The Arab 
homeland supplied Italy with goods worth $18.8 billion, 22 per cent of Italy's 
imports from all sources. Amongst the Arab countries, the Jamahiriya was by 
far the most important destination for Italian goods. As a source of Italian 
imports from the Arab homeland, Libya came in second place, after Saudi Arabia. 
[Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 28 p 18] 


MALTA HOTEL--CONSTRUCTION OF the 350-room Qasr Djerba Hotel in Malta has been 
completed, the Jamahiriya News Agency JANA disclosed on 1ilth April. The hotel, 
the largest in Malta, is owned by the Libyan Arab Foreign Investment Company 
(LAFIC), set up last year to handle all the Jamahiriya's non-banking overseas 
investments. JANA quoted sources at LAFIC as saying that the new hotel was 
"living proof of the Jamahiriya's positive investment role in friendly coun- 
tries, and is the fruit of mutual co-operation between the Jamahiriya and 
Malta’. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 82 p 18] 


ALUMINUM SMELTING COMPLEX--THE JAMAHIRIYA'S Heavy Industry Secretariat and the 
Yugoslavian concern Energoinvest have formed a joint company, Libal, to operate 
Libya's first aluminium smelting complex, to be built at Zuwara, on the coast 
120 kilometres west of Tripoli. The new company will be based in Tripoli, and 
20 per cent of its $80 million capital will be put up by Yugoslavia. The Zu- 
wara complex will include a 120,000 tonnes per annum smelter, and a 175,000 
tonnnes per annum plant to produce petroleum coke, which is used in the smelt- 
ing process. Total construction costs will be about $1.25 billion, the Yugo- 
slav news agency Tanjug said on 2nd April. An American joint venture of Kaiser 
Engineers and National Southwire Aluminium Company last year won an $800 million 
design, engineering procurement and construction supervision contract for the 
smelter. Also in 1981, the Italian firm Foster Wheeler Italiana won a $45 million 
contract for similar work on the associated petroleum coke plant. The British 
consultants Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners is designing a new port to serve the 
Zuwara complex. Scheduled to enter operation in 1986, the aluminium complex is 
one of the largest projects in the Jamahiriya's 1981-85 development plan, which 
allocates $13.5 billion--23 per cent of total expenditure--to industrial devel- 
opment. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 82 p 19] 
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SIEMENS TELEPHONE EXCHANGE--WEST GERMANY'S Siemens company is on schedule to 
deliver five mobile telephone exchanges, each with 1,000 lines, by the middle 
of the year. The equipment is part of a telecommunications equipment order 
worth $40 million, won last autumn. The firm is also to supply and install 
four local telephone exchanges and associated dialling equipment, and to extend 
a number of existing exchanges. Siemens is already playing a key role in the 
expansion of the Jamahiriya's telecommunications network, and since 1976 has 
been working on a major project to establish country-wide telephone services. 
The Jamahiriya's 1981-85 development plan provides for the extension of the 
telephone network so that there will be ten telephones per 100 citizens by 
the middle of the decade, compared with six per 100 in 1980. [Text] [London 
JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 25, Jun 82 p 19] 


CSO: 4500/253 





PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


BRIEFS 


SUPREME CONTROL COMMITTEE HOLDS SESSION--At its regular session this morning 
under Brother ‘Ali (Shayi' Hadi), candidate member of the Politburo and the 
committee chairman, the party Supreme Control Committee discussed the most 
significant issues on the agenda of the committee's working plan, mainly the 
semiannual (?report) on the standard of the activity and implementation of the 
party supreme control plan and the provincial party control plans. Ina 
statement in this regard to ANA, Brother ‘Ali (Shayi' Hadi) referred to the 
assessment of party activity during specific periods of time in order to set 
forth treatments and solutions for weaknesses. He affirmed the significance 
of the role of the party control committees against negative phenomena and other 
(?problems) that harm the welfare of the revolution and the party in order to 
assist party cadres in fulfilling their duties perfectly and in accordance 
with the documents and ethics of the Yemeni Socialist Party. Concluding his 
statement, he praised the tangible improvement in the function of party com- 
mittees and their control organs. [Text] [GF311900 Aden Domestic Service in 
Arabic 1630 GMT 31 Jul 82] 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


POWER, DESALINATION PROJECT--QATAR's planned second power-cum-desalination 
project has been divided into six major contracts. The first jobs will be 
civil works for which 27 international firms are proposed to be shortlisted. 
This list is dominated by Japanese and British contractors, already in Qatar. 
The second and third jobs pertain to the supply of generators and other equip- 
ment--again dominated by Japanese, European and US companies. The fourth and 
fifth contract will be for the supply of gas-turbines--major companies short- 
isted being Japanese, European and Korean. The sixth job is for the supply 
nd inst. lation of desalinators. Then, there are nearly half a dozen other 
jobs includins t. ‘nstallation of transmission lines, and gas and water pipe- 
lines. The plant is 1 to be sited at Sumaismah, about 18 km south of 
Ai-Khor. West Geiuar . "4cehtner Consulting Engineers--are carrying 
out a technical feasibility stuay 01 ws ~~'*. Work on the f‘t>- phase of 
the project will begin later next year and~. i be ~- -cu by mid-1985. The 
jobs include construction of a station with fow lo mw ere... curbines and 
eight 5m gallons a day desalination units. it is estimated to cost around 
QR3bn. Tenders for the job are likely to be invited within two months. [Text] 
[Manama GULF DAILY TIMES in English 14 Jul 82 p 3] 


NEW OIL SEARCH--The Qatar General Petroleum Corporation is to begin a new ser- 
ies of exploratory surveys of oil and gas deposits in its northern offshore 
area. A number of companies are to be involved in the survey. A survey group 
of Royal Dutch Shell explored the region several years ago, but the results 

are considered "inadequate" now. The new probe is to be carried out every 

20 metres or so. Qatar's northern offshore is believed to be very rich in 

both oil and natural gas. According to some experts the region sits on top 

of one of the world's largest hydrocarbon reservoirs. The North Field, which 

is estimated to be one of the world's six largest gas fields, is located in 

the area. A small portion of the Qatar offshore has been leased to Wintershall, 
a US-West German consortium, on production-sharing basis. But a large part 
remains with the QGPC. [Text] [Manama GULF DAILY TIMES in English 11 Jul 82p 3] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


"SPA' CITES SAUDI PAPERS ON LEBANON SITUATION 
LDO21404 Riyadh SPA in English 1210 GMT 3 Aug 82 


[Text] Riyadh, 3 Aug (SPA)--Saudi newspapers today said Israel would continue 
to violate ceasefires because it had a preplanned design to “annihilate the 
Palestinian commando movement." 


AL-NADWA, published in Makkah, said "the Zionists are now planning a humiliat- 
ing surrender of the Arab nation in order to impose their conditions." 


The paper noted that Israel had rejected a six-point Arab plan prepared by an 
Arab league ministerial committee and also the Franco-Egyptian draft resolution 
at the UN Security Council "because it is not interested in peace." 


Meanwhile, AL-JAZIRAH, published here, said "the fate of the occupied Arab 
lands is linked to the fate of the Palestinian struggle in Beirut." 


It added that Israel would continue to "violate ceasefires in west Beirut be- 
cause the aim of besieging the city is to liquidate the Palestinian struggle 
and kill the organization leaders." 


Israeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin found himself in a shaky position by 
accepting "the so-called autonomy plan because he cannot implement it without 
the participation of the Palestinians," the paper said. 


"As such, he has decided [to] create another crisis to divert attention from 
self-rule," it added. 


The Jidda-based AL-BILAD noted that Israel "continues to practise its attrocities 
against Palestinians in a manner that outclasses Nazi methods." 


The paper called on the world community to take "firm action to save the 
Palestinian cause." 


AL-YAWM, published in Dammam, said the Arab and Islamic nation will no longer 
remain silent if Israel continues its aggression on the Palestinian people." 


[Punctuation as received] 


The paper urged the Arab and Islamic states to "pool their resources to confront 
this barbaric invasion at such a crucial time." 
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It called on the U.S. to give serious thought about current events in the region 
to protect its interests and relations with middle eastern countries." 


Meanwhile, the Jidda-based 'UKAZ praised the kingdom's efforts to check the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon and its moves to “impress upon Arabs and Muslims 
to shoulder their responsibilities." 


The paper stressed the importance of Arab and Islamic solidarity to build an 
"Islamic-Arab powerful entity." 


AL-MADINAH, also published in Jidda, called for a firm collective Arab stand 
to “face the Israeli escalating aggression." 


The paper said an effective move initiated by the Arabs under the leadership 
of the kingdom had for the first time forced the UN Security Council to take 
an effective resolution to "stop Israeli air raids on Beirut." 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


SAUDI DAILY SCORNS AL-QADHDHAFI'S CALL TO PLO 
GFO11924 Riyadh AI-RIYAD in Arabic 1 Aug 82 p 1 
[Editorial: "Talk Without Struggle and Struggle Without Talk"] 


[Text] In Abu ‘Ammar's known reply to the leader of Arab insanity after al- 
Qadhdhafi asked the PLO leaders who are struggling honorably and courageously 
to commit suicide, there is a grave implication which the great struggler, who 
was let down by bidders and auctioneers, did not want to acknowledge because 
of the critical and hard circumstances. 


Abu ‘Ammar wanted to tell al-Qadhdhafi: "Those who drove me to the battlefield 
through their resounding slogans, eloquent statements and enthusiastic buildings 
were the first ones to flee." 


Here lies the secret behind the current Arab political thinking of which al- 
Qadhdhafi has become one of the prominent ideologists, not in legitimate inter- 
national and national institutions but in his information media he controls 
with his sword or foreign information media which he controls through his gold. 


The struggling nature of al-Qadhdhafi's revolutionary thinking is struggle in 
words only. Although this has lost its lustre and Arab citizens no more trust 
it after the exposition of [former announcer on Cairo radio] Ahmad Said's 
campaigns, al-Qadhdhafi insists on it because it preserves his last presence 

in fraternal Libya, which is living the darkest days of disgrace and lies, 
indeed black days so long as al-Qadhdhafi is fighting with words. This struggle 
led the Palestinian and Arab issues to the most savage massacre the Arabs have 
witnessed, represented in the Lebanese-Palestinian tragedy. 


What is the relationship between words and logic and between "struggle" and 
"words"? 


The relationship is really words without struggle, or al-Qadhdhafi without 
responsibility or a leader without history. This means a human being without 
a conscience. That is why his phenomenon seems to be a true expression of the 
political thinking which he himself created. Although this contradicts history 
and logic, because the thinking of any leader or man is a result of certain 
political and logical circumstances, yet al-Qadhdhafi contradicts all circun- 
stances and conditions. He is unique or a phenomenon which requires not only 
study and contemplation but also ridicule and rejection. He is like a legend 
although a legend is a social result while al-Qadhdhafi is the outcome of his 
ego and arrogance. He is a result of the Don Juan phenomenon which does not 
occur often in history. 62 














That is why it is not strange for al-Qadhdhafi to attack Saudi policy and our 
stand toward the Palestinian resistance. Al-Qadhdhafi is the first one to 

know that this reactionary country, as he imagines it to be, is that which 
supported the Palestinian resistance, not in words, because we leave words for 
others, but in silence which leads, within logic of nationalism and sincerity 
to the issue: struggle. It is struggle without much fuss which removes the 
nightmares over the Palestinian issue and keeps daggers away from the Palestin- 
ians, daggars which were placed at their throats through the biddings and the 
hands which were ready to embrace in the Soviet style and then to flee and 

keep silent during the battle. 


We do not want to talk about the kingdom's valiant struggle together with the 
resistance for fear that al-Qadhdhafi might ask us to leave our country to 
prove our patriotism, as he did with the PLO leaders whom he asked to commit 
suicide to prove to the Palestinian citizens and the whole world that they are 
revolutionary and truly Palestinian. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


SAUDI ARABIA ACCUSES LIBYAN MEDIA OF MISINFORMATION 
LD312156 Riyadh SPA in English 1945 GMT 31 Jul 82 


[Text] Jidda, 31 July (SPA)--A Saudi Government spokesman today criticised 
Libyan information media for casting doubt on the kingdom's stand on the 
Palestine cause in general and the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in particular. 


In a press statement, the spokesman said the kingdom had for long refrained 
from entering into a war of words with Libya in reply to the "fabricated and 
untrue reports disseminated by the Libyan news agency and radio station." 


The Saudi decision was prompted by the kingdom's desire to safeguard Arab unity 
and its awareness of the “serious phase through which the Arab nation is 
passing," he explained. 


It is because of this that King Fahd instructed Saudi media "not to enter into 
any kind of information confrontation and refrain from following such an un- 
sound course," the spokesman said. 


The spokesman said that the Libyan information media, however, persisted in 
its disregard for all values, principles and morals and as customary continued 
propagating fabricated news with the aim of casting doubt on the Saudi stand. 


He noted that Saudi Arabia was "not in need of clarifying its stand whether 
on the Palestine cause or on the latest ordeal that befell the Lebanese and 
Palestinian brothers. 


“The Saudi position is well known, and the Palestinian brothers were fully 
aware that the kingdom right from the beginning worked sincerely, truly and 
patriotically in defence of the Palestine cause," he said. 


"Saudi policy provided for adhering to the legitimate right of the Palestinian 
people to selfdetermination and the establishment of an independent state on 
their national soil," he added. 


The spokesman affirmed that Saudi Arabia would not be diverted from its policy, 


and will remain unaffected by the Libyan information media's "cheap distortion" 
of facts. 
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It had been preferable for the Libyans if they sought to exploit their resources 
to back the efforts of the Arab nation at the present time in particular in- 
stead of unknowingly standing with the Arabs' enemy in the same trench, he said. 


The Libyans have cast doubt on the attitude of all and accused leaders to the 
Arab nation of treachery and subservience. Even the Palestine commando move- 


ment did not escape their evil and accusations [as received] although it is 
standing fast confronting the enemy, he added. 


It is time for action and our brothers in Palestine and Lebanon are in dire 
need of all sincere and true efforts as well as all kinds of support, he said. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


DAILY ASSAILS AL-QADHDHAFI'S FABRICATIONS 
GF0O31631 Riyadh AL-RiYAD in Arabic 2 Aug 82 p l 
[Editorial: "Our Positive Actions and the Fleeing Confronter"] 


[Text] At a time the Palestinian, the symbol of the Arab cause, is being sub- 
jected to Zionist devastation, al-Qadhdhafi occupies his green newspapers, his 
information media organs, which glorify his name around the clock and his people, 
whose feelings are tense and whose dignity is hurt, with distributing his cheap 
accusations all over the Arab homeland. Once he assails the kingdom and again 
he assails other Arab countries. Even the Palestinian cause itself did not 
escape his childish slander--the cause in whose name he rode the revolution's 
camel and whose banner he upheld to come to power. 


When one pursues the continuous news about the vicious Zionist attempts to 
uproot the Palestinian existence, despite all the sacrifices and concessions 

by the resistance in an attempt to save the last spark of Palestinian life, one 
cannot but wonder about the Arab silence which is being exercised nowadays in 
the weirdest forms of rituals national and spiritual submission through offering 
the Palestinian sacrifice to the diabolical war machine in Beirut. 


If some of those people kept quiet about their fleeing, passiveness, defeat, 
and scandal, the matter would be easy. But when the leader of the steadfast 
clowning and confronting fleeing deprives everyone struggling sincerely against 
the biblical Zionist aggression against the Palestinian resistance of national 
responsibility and struggle, it is a matter that cannot be tolerated. 


When we say this we do not want to elaborate with the same kind of abuse un- 
leashed by al-Qadhdhafi, who disregards responsibility and history, because we 
know that it is not proper now, while the Palestinian and Lebanese blood is 
being shed in Beirut. However, we want the colonel to regain his revolutionary 
consciousness, Pan-Arab feeling and sense of history, and to rise to the re- 
sponsibility and the seriousness of the current phase as a statesman and an 
Arab. We want him to play any role, exert any effort and perform political--and 
we do not say military--activity, in a sincere and truthful attempt to save 

what is left of the Palestinian life. We do not want him to attack the usurpers 
in Beirut or Jerusalem because this is aired in slogans and political consumption 
only to fortify his revolutionary glory. We want him to present a solution, or 
a practical effective plan to prevent the Zionist arsenal, for instance. From 
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advancing toward the Beirut airport and occupying it, and consequently save the 
lives of the heroes of resistance who are valiantly and honorably resisting the 
Israeli siege without military provisions and without any moral support. 


While we call for saving the lives of the heroes of resistance, Begin and his 
military arsenal, represented by Minister Sharon, do not want to disagree over 
the prolongation period of the presence of the Zionist army in Beirut for fear 
of benefiting the resistance by giving it time to contact some of those sincere 
about the Arab cause and the resistance in particular--foremost of those was 

the kingdom with the acknowledgement of the resistance's leaders, who praised 
the tremendous efforts exerted by His Majesty Fahd through his contacts and the 
kingdom's leverage in the international arena to save what can be saved and keep 
the honor and existence of the resistance away from propaganda fanfare and 
political Don Juanism. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI KING AFrEALS TO REAGAN--Jidda, 4 Aug (SPA)--His Majesty King Fahd Ibn 
"Abc al-‘Aziz telephoned U.S. President Ronald Reagan early this morning. His 
majesty the king explained to the U.S. president the dimensions of the savage 
Israeli attack and the extreme danger it constitutes to the situation in Lebanon 
particularly, and to the whole region in general, and the fact that this attack 
hinders any efforts that aim to find a settlement for the Lebanese question and 
the peace initiatives in the Middle East in particular. His majesty urged the 
U.S. president, saying that it is necessary that the United States play its 
role in this connection and that the U.S. president should speedily take what 
measures he deems appropriate to halt this escalation in the situation through 
which Israel aims to undermine all efforts being made for the realization of 
settlement and peace in Lebanon and the region. His majesty pointed out that 
this Israeli escalation comes in the wake of the Security Council resolution 
on a cease-fire in Lebanon and the dispatch of UN observers for keeping peace 
between the two sides, something which reveals Israel's premeditated intention 
to torpedo the peace march. [Text] [LD041920 Riyadh SPA in Arabic 1852 GMT 4 
Aug 82] 
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